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The Australian Society of the Laceukers of Calala

The KxecutlTe aeets froa 12 Noon to 1 p.a« (all 
interested oeabera welcoiae) and the aaln aeetii« 
commences at 1 p.a. Tea and coffee fro« 3 p.a.

ANNUAL GhTJhJHAL lO-n-TTNC I9091 
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(su b je c t to  a l te r a t io n

— FVft»p»orker Knitters Arms set on Nottin̂ haa Lace 
from the Branson Family.

ISSN No OHIS— M/I?



ISSUE 2 ,̂ FEBRUARY. 1989 ISSUE 2 ,̂

Happy New Year to each and ev ery  member and  
yo u r families -  /  sometimes th in k  our families need a 
special word o f  thanks and encouragement fo r  p u ttin g  
up with us all!

As /  w rite th is , my n ineteenth  editorial. I have a 
feeling  o f sympatica w ith our forebears. Vie also have  
become w anderers, fo r  we meet in another venue  fo r  our 
A .G .M . and still we have not reached our final home.
For those who fin d  th is d ifficu lt, remember the hardships  
o f  our ‘g rea t-g rands '! There is a clearly m arked, 
detailed instruction  later in th is issue which will help.
We will not be having our usual luncheon at th is  A .G .M . 
owing to the temporary nature o f the venue, although  
a plate o f  yo u r usual generosity  will be welcome.

O ver the last three months I have had several 
le tte rs  which I will list in o rder o f  receipt which may be 
o f in te re st.

1. Notice o f the Tamworth Book i4uctton to be held
12th February (Sunday) 1989 from 12 noon.
"Large num ber o f  quality items and boxed  lots.
F urther quality en tries are invited .

Tamworth City A uctions. 6 Kable A v e .,  Tamworth.
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(067 66 5333) 
(067) 86 1531

Neil Forscutl 
Ross B u rn e tt.

I have two catalogues one a $5. 00 clearance listing  
681 item s: the second, "Recent A q u isitio n s" , lis ts 681 
item s, more detailed and ranging in price from $10.00 to 
$50.00, includ ing  modern and antique books.
2. A L e tte r  from Margaret Audin telling us o f  the 
French genealogical congress at A rras (ha lf way between  
Lille on the Belgian border and  Amiens, NNE o f Paris, 
about 100 km sou th  o f  Calais). Lindsay has had a call 
from  M argaret confirm ing that the dates are 4th May to 
7th May. The enrolment fee is 300 Fr. (about 
A u s tra lian ) . Lacemakers descendants will be welcomed 
and a co n d u c ted  tour o f Calais is possible.

M argaret also requests details o f  any lacemakers 
ch ildren  born in France elsew here than Calais or S .P ierre -  
les-C alais. Those o f  most in terest are those born 1803— 
14. b u t note o f  any would be welcome. Margaret su sp ec ts  
that some families may have been in France before se ttlin g  
in Calais.
3. A lovely le tte r  from Richard (p laying with his new  
so ftw are  — b u t DON'T STOPl\ w ith  more news o f  Harpley 
families and a copy o f  th  ereg is tra tion  papers o f  that sh ip .
4. A lovely le tte r  from Lindsay - reporting  an Elizabeth  
Sim pson 's add ress  to the Gosford Family H istory Society  
late last ye a r  (p rin ted  later in th is ed ition ). In th is lettei 
sh e  also spoke warmly o f  Gillian K elly 's appearance at the  
World C ongress o f  Genealogists held in S yd n ey  in October 
o f  last year. She spoke  to the m eeting o f  our Lacemaker 
families and  Lindsay was ve ry  im pressed. She fe lt that 
jud g in g  b y  the lecture Gill had genera ted  a lot o f  in te re st. 
Knowing o f  Gill's enthusiasm  and her broad know ledge o f  
h er su b je c t, I am sure L indsay's praise was well deserved .

Once I was a good correspondent w ith d istan t friends. 
Since having  children and re tu rn in g  to w ork, th is claim 
to fame has steadily slipped away -  until my quarterly  
le tte r  to you  all -  I alumst feel like end ing  it

Sincerely

CLAIRE.
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Secretary's Report

Business last meeting, 16th of 
October, was concluded as quickly 
possible, so we would have plenty 

of time to meet and speak with our 
very special guest, Mrs Elizabeth

Simpson.

A vote of thanks was carried by acclamation to 
Rev. Tom Halls for undertaking the provision of a 
poster for display at the Family History Congress.

It was decided to post M. Audio's gift to her as 
Elizabeth would not be returning home until the New 
Year.

Reports from the Publicity Officer that she had made 
no further progress with the Herald brought suggestions 
that she try the Land or Women's Weekly. Mrs Watts 
also advised she had sent our information sheet to the 
Mitchell College, Bathurst.

Members' Identity Badges were purchased with 
donations from several members. Thank you -- these 
are very helpful.

Business was then closed, and Mrs Simpson was 
welcomed by the President, Mr Bruce Goodwin. In reply, 
Mrs Simpson presented the Society with a letter of 
Good Wishes from the Mayor of Nottingham, and also 
some bobbins from the present day lacemaking machines.

Elizabeth's talk on 'The History of the Machine 
Made Lace, with special Reference to Calais' will be 
published in Tulle, starting this issue. Bruce thanked 
Elizabeth, and presented our thank-you gift to her -- 
a painting of Australian wildflowers -- the work of 
Gwen Chinner.
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Afternoon tea was then served giving members a 
chance to talk to Elizabeth or to buy lace from her 
husband, Philip, or study Bruce's display.

I was pleased to meet some of our country members 
at the meeting and also at Congress. Welcome, too, 
to the new members who have joined our Society lately.

Thank you to all who helped in any way to make the 
afternoon a pleasant one -- Clair and helpers for the 
cuppa, Beth for transport for our guests.

Our next meeting -- the Annual General Meeting -- 
will be held on Saturday, 4th February, at 1 p.m. As 
you are aware, we can no longer meet at the State 
Archives, so for this meeting we will be meeting in 
the English Speaking Union Rooms, at 275C Pitt Street. 
You will find these rooms on the Ground Floor, and 
the building is in the block between Market and Park 
Streets, on the left-hand side looking towards the 
Quay: the western side. If the door is closed, please 
press the BLACK BUTTON by the door. Entrance is 
through the Pitt Street entrance.

TO ADMINISTER CASTOR OIL: — from a book a.1912

A good way to administer castor oil to children is 
to pour the oil into a pan over a moderate fire^ break 
a fresh egg into it, and stir up. When this is done^ 
flavour with a little currant jelly, or a little salt 
or sugar.

MFB's comment: May the Good Lord be thanked that 
castor oil is now out of fashion!^

From: THE GOULBURN COOKERY BOOK of 1913.

CURE FOR DRUNKENNESS
Sulphate of iron, 5 grains; magnesia, 10 grains; 
peppermint water, 11 drachms; spirits of nutmeg,
1 drachm.
Dose: One teaspoon to be taken in a wineglass of 
water twice a day. Highly recoirmended.

(Comment: How'ya gonna get yer drunk to drink it?J



_ LACEMAKERS
by E liz a b e th  d iapson  

Chir O ctober M eeting.

T h is I s  a  s to ry  about some la o e -  
makers • • • In  p a r t i o u la r  m achine- 
lace-m akers*
Not those  who s i t  w ith  a  cush ion  
on t h e i r  la p s  c a r e f u l ly  tw is t in g  
bobbinsy c r e a t in g  f in e  and b ea u t
i f u l  hand-made l a c s ,  bu t those  
who l e a r n t  to  o p e ra te  enormous 
n o isy  m achines, which m iracu lo u sly  
could produce th e  f i n e s t ,  most 
d e l ic a te  and b e a u t i f u l  la c e  fa b r ic *
We hare to  go back in  tim e to  th e  
t a l l  end o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  oentvory 
— say  th e  1 7 7 0 's  onwards*

l o t t l n ^ i a e  was th en  a  renowned c e n tre  o f  th e  h o s ie ry  
in d u stry *  Hundreds and hundreds o f  o rd in a ry  men 
and women s a t  a l l  the d a y l ig h t  ho tirs , hunched c r e r  
eneneous, o i l y ,  heavy machines -  k n i t t in g  s to ck in g s*
Prarae Work K n ittin g  In d u s try  weus a t  i t s  heigh t*
The 'f ra m e s ' on which th e se  s to c k in g s  were k n i t te d  
were ex trem ely  c le v e r ly  designed  machines* The 
f a b r ic  they  produced la y  f l a t *  In  o rd e r  to  make 
t h i s  in to  a  s to c k in g , i t  had , oc c o u rse , to  be
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seamed; hence th o se  seams going up th e  backs o f le g s ,  
which a l o t  o f th e  ac re  m ature la d ie s  p re se n t (and 
perhaps gentlem en too ) w i l l  no doubt rememberI
T his Job o f seeuning was c h i ld r e n 's  work. As soon eu9 
they  were ab le  to  hold  and m anipulate a  n e e d le » they  
were s e t  to  work.
Whole f a m ilie s  worked to g e th e r  a t  t h i s  t r a d e ,  on a  
h ire d  machine s e t  up in  t h e i r  own home.
The men o r women o f th e  fam ily  worked e q u a lly  on the  
machine — k n i t t in g  was n o t th e a  "woman's w ork". 
Payment was by r e s u l t  > p ie ce  work -  th e  more p a i r s  
o f s to c k in g s  produced -  th e  g r e a te r  the  income. A 

'g o o d ' fam ily  could  do rea so n ab ly  w e ll .
The c o tto n  y a m , w ith  which s to c k in g s  were made, was 
im ported from In d ia  and spun v e ry  f i n e .  Used as a  
s in g le  th rea d  i t  broke on th e  m achines.
Twc, th r e e ,  fo u r  o r eyen more th rea d s  wo\ild be worked 
to g e th e r .  The more th re a d s ,  th e  s t r o n g e r ,  th ic k e r  
and more hard  w earing th e  s to c k in g s .
The h o s ie ry  in d u s try  evolved a  sim ple method o f 
in d ic a t in g  how many th re a d s  th e re  were b e in g  used 
to g e th e r .  A row o f  e y e le t  h o le s  was s e t  i n  th e  top  
o f the  s to c k in g , form ing a  runn ing  p a t te r n  o f groups 
o f 2 , 3» 4 07 more h o le s .  The more h o le s ,  the more 
th re a d s  and th u s  th e  s tro n g e r  th e  f a b r ic  cutid in  t h i s  
case the  s to c k in g .
The buyer was ab le  to  's e e '  th e  q u a l i ty  f o r  h im se lf .
To make th ese  h o le s , 2 o r more s t i t c h e s  were k n i t te d  
to g e th e r  — e x a c t ly  as we hand kxilt today — and then  
a  loop  p icked up to  c re a te  a  rep lacem ent s t i t c h  in  
the  f a b r ic .
There were always good and c le v e r  o p e ra tiv e s  — men 
and women w ith  id e a s .  I t  w a sn 't  long  b efo re  one o f 
them r e a l i s e d  th a t  i f  th e  k n itt lx ig  machine coiild be 
made to  make a  ho le  on purpose, perhaps i t  could be 
used to  produce a  n e t  to  use aa a  b a s is  f o r  la c e  
making.
I 6UA sure th a t  you a l l  know th a t  one o f th e  s im p lest
k inds o f la ce  i s  produced as  a  form o f em broidery onto n e t .
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What I s  n e t a f t e r  a l l  b u t a  whole l o t  o f  h o le s?
The b e s t  began to  experim ent*
But th e  f i r s t  n e t  f a b r ic s  had one metjor f a t i l t  — i f  
one th rea d  was oaiight, th e  whole f a b r ic  vm raw elled, 
being  woven w ith  one continuoTxs th re a d , as i s  a l l  
k n itt in g *
I t  was n e c e s sa ry , th e re fo r e ,  to  knot th e  th re a d s  
somehow*
In  the e a r ly  1 7 7 0 's  then  i t  was sJrea d y  p o s s ib le  to  
produce 'n e t*  u s in g  a  k n i t t in g  machine*
By 1773 wairp n e t  was being  im ported from England in to  
France* Onto t h i s  th e  French la c e  makers em broidered 
b e a u t if u l  la c e  designs*
By 1777  th e re  were oyer 200 s to c k in g  fram es s u i ta b ly  
adapted  to  make b u l l e t  ho le  n e t  f a b r ic ,  working in  
Nottingham*
Both the  E n g lish  and French o o tirts  were renowned f o r  
t h e i r  ex tra v a g a n t c lo th es*  Rich f a b r ic s  bo ld  
co lo u rs  and masses o f  f in e  hand made la c e  were used 
• . * la c e  which took hours and hours to  produoe*
The q u e s tio n  now in  th e  minds o f  th e  e n tre p re n e u rs  
was, " I f  th e se  machines cotxld be f u r th e r  adap ted , 
could they  p o s s ib ly  make p roper la c e  as f a s t  a s  th ey  
can now make the  n e t?
As e a r ly  as 1774 King Louis XVI had se n t th e  Due de 
L lan co u rt to  England w ith  an o p e ra tiv e  named Rhambolt* 
Rhambolt oauoe to  Nottingham and l e a r n t  to  work a  p in  
machine owned by HARVEY & ELSE* On h is  r e tu r n  to  
France he took  t h i s  newly acqtilxed s k i l l  to  produoe 
p o in t n e t ,  and th u s  th e  French began t h e i r  co m p etitio n  
w ith  th e  E n g lish  machine la c e  makers*
You w il l  n o tic e  a l l  th e se  d i f f e r e n t  'n e t s '  m entionedt 
W arp-net| B u lle t-h o le  n e t |  p ln - n e t | p o in t-n e t  * * * 
a l l  s l i g h t ly  d i f f e r e n t  k in d s , a s  th e  machine makers 
and o p e ra tiv e s  to g e th e r  worked ou t th e  'how ' o f t h i s  
ex e rc ise *
Many p a te n ts  were taken  ou t over the  y e a rs  between 
the  1770 ' s  and the 184 0 's  emd a re  a  good source o f  
re se a rc h  i f  you 've  a  mind to  wade th rough  them*
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Th*rtt i s  evidence th a t  a t  l e a s t  one En^liehmany George 
Arinytage, reached  Prsmce as e a r ly  as 1802 w ith  h is  
w ife and th re e  c h ild re n ^  preceded by h is  maohlneryo 
T h is  had been ssxiggled th rou |;h  H olland and Belguim .
Ha s e t  up as a  p o in t n e t lao eo ak er in  P aris*  w ith  a  
Ban naned James Moore*
Moore* i t  seems* was a r a th e r  d o u b tfu l c h a ra c te r  in 
volved in  sm uggling and the  p a r tn e rs  f e l l  o u t ,
A rsytage accu s in g  Moore o f t r y in g  to  s c u t t l e  th e  firm  
by sm uggling in  m aohlneryl Arqytage a c tu a l ly  took 
le g a l  a c t io n  a g a in s t  Moore, won and req u e s ted  p e r -  
B lss io n  to  Bove to  B russe ls*
T h is  was g ra n te d , w ith  th e  p ro v iso  t h a t  i f  he were 
n o t p u t in  charge o f  a  f a c to ry  under th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  
o f a  man named O llle t*  then  he must go to  Verdun*
The rea so n in g  behind t h i s  i s  th a t  d u rin g  th e  Napoleonic 
w ars from 1803 to  1614* Englishm en l iv in g  in  fbrance 
were n o t allow ed to  do so in  the  c o a s ta l  reg ions*  they  
had to  move w ell In lan d  — hence Verdunl Oddly enough 
F e lk ln  t e l l s  us th a t  A rsytage
*'* . * about th e  y e a r  1830, and a t  th e  age o f 82, 
announced h is  in te n t io n  to  make a voyage to  A u s tra lia*  
' t o  Bake h im se lf  acq u ain ted  w ith  the  country"*
He i s  sa id  to  have d ied  th e re  in  1837 * * * presum ably 
aged 89*
A nother man, Samuel Brodhurst* a  London s to c k in g  maker, 
went to  France w ith  h i s  son* ' f o r  h e a l th  reasons* i n  
1802* Both B ro d h u rs tf , f a th e r  and son* worked fo r  
A rsytage and Moore f o r  a  time* b u t were se n t to  Verdun 
w ith  a l l  o f  M oore's enp loyees a f t e r  the  p a r tn e rs h ip  
between A rsytage and Moore broke up*
Jtxst e x a c t ly  who i t  was irtio s e t  up the  f i r s t  la c s  
making m achinery in  France i s  s t i l l  in  doubt* Perhaps 
i f  th e  N apoleonic wars had no t happened about th i s  
tim e i t  la lght a l l  have been e a s ie r  to  work o u tl
The nex t s te p ,  however* in  t h i s  in d u s t ry ,  i s  to  
p ro g ress  from th e  making o f  th ese  'n e t s '  to  th e  
re p ro d u o tio n  o f  la c e  i t s e l f *  The w idth  o f the  f a b r ic  
which could  be produced on a  s to ck in g  frame ranged 
from an inch  to  the  s iz e  o f the  machine —— an enormous 
w idth compared w ith hand made lace*
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I f  the ■achine nakere could work ou t th e  'how ' o f  
producing la c e  d es ig n s  w ith  th e i r  B achines, the  
in d u s try  would s ia p ly  take o f f .
Many aen worked a t  t h i s .
One n o ta b le  naiM i s  th a t  o f  J(WV LBAVKRS.
He was b om  in  S u tto n - in -A sh fie ld  in  N o ttin g h a a sh irs  
in  1766 and l e a r n t  h is  tr a d e  as a  's e t t e r - u p '  o f  la o e  
machines in  R adford .
IfasDh has been w r i t te n  about b in , h is  in g e n u ity , h i s  
p a t ie n c e , h is  w ithdraw al trcm  th e  B a in s tre sa  o f  the  
in d u s try .  Be l ik e d  to  work alone -  sons say  to  
p ro te c t  h is  p a te n ts  -  sobs because he was j u s t  t h a t  
s o r t  o f Ban. But we hsnre to  rem eaber t h a t  he was 
try in g  to  b u i ld  t h i s  aachilne du ring  th e  t l a s  when th e  
Luddite r e b e ls  and f^ a a s  b rea k e rs  were snaah lng  ew ery- 
th in g  they  could  la y  hands on .
I s  i t  p a r t i c u la r ly  rsB arkab le  then  th a t  he seemed to  
be working in  se o re t?  Ihkdoubtedly he was a  g en iu s 
and i s  reco g n ised  today as  the  'F a ther*  o f  th e  modem 
la ce  in d u s t ry .
By 1813 he had b u i l t  a  p ro to ty p e  o f  the  aach ln e  which 
would becoae world famous and stamp the  LBATKRS
f o r  ewer in to  th e  in d u s try  .  .  . t h i s  he d id  in  a  t in y  
g a r r e t  in  a  b u ild in g  in  Ifo ttin i^aB  id iich  can  s t i l l  be 
seen today .
A Baohine which was l a t e r  d esc rib ed  a s  "o o a b ln in g  th e  
s tre n g th  and in te l l lg e n o e  o f  the  e le p h a n t w ith  the  
d e l ic a c y , p a tie n c e  and a r t i s t r y  o f  th e  s p id e r .
Leawers 'Inprow ed ' aaohine was f i r s t  used in  a  f a c to ry  
belong ing  to  STKVENSCW A SKIPSORTH in  Nottingham  . . .  
t h i s  about 1813 . . .  and the  nachine-nade lao e  
in d u s try  'began* in  N ottingham shire .
A l o t  o f people p ro sp ered , bu t s tra n g e ly  the  s to r y  
r e la te s  th a t  John Leawers o f te n  h a d n 't  two h a lf -p e n n ie s  
to  Tub to g e th e r .
By 1821 he was tho rough ly  d is - l l lu s io n e d  and w ith  two 
of h is  b ro th e r s ,  THOMAS and JOSBIV, Bowed ower to  
P rance.
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There they  b u i l t  a  Baohliie a t  Grande Couronne, a 
auburb o f  Bouen* L a te r« I t  I s  s a id ,  th ese  aaohlnes 
formed the  b a s i s  o f  the C a la is  laoe  In d u s try .
T his new la o e  f a b r ic  could be produced so f a s t  now 
th a t  I t  was p o ss ib le  fo r  d es ig n e rs  to  In co rp o ra te  la ce  
c lo th  in to  fa sh io n  on a  r e a l l y  la rg e  s c a le .  No longer 
was la o e  used on ly  f o r  edging o r I n s e r t io n  — bu t whole 
garm ents oould be made o f  I t  - -  and ewen household 
item s I lk a  c u r ta in s  and bod-sp reads were p o s s ib le .
V e ils  and sc a rre s«  sm all and wery easy  to  mass produce, 
f lo o d ed  th e  low er end o f th e  m arket — anyone oould 
a f fo rd  to  buy and wear one. F ash ion  r e a l l y  oaught 
ho ld  o f  la o e .
As th e  maohlne made laoe  In d u s try  boomed, th e  s to c k in g  
makers In d u s try  d eo lln e d . Laos making re q u ire d  a  
su p e r io r  s k i l l  ~  a l l  the  b e t t e r  opera tiw ee moved ower 
from s to c k in g  making to  la o e  making. They became th e  
new e l i t e ,  a t t r a c t i n g  b e t t e r  wages and th u s  affo x ^ in g  
b e t t e r  l iv in g  c o n d itio n s .
A g u lf  between s tock ing  makers and la o e  makers began 
to  yawn.
As f a r  back as 1792* 1*900 a c re s  o f  B asford had been 
enc lo sed  and a  whole new suburb e re c te d , known as New 
B a sfo rd .
Amongst the  f i r s t  to  move In to  t h i s  a re a  were the  b e t te r  
o f f  la o e  makers w ith  th e i r  f a m i l ie s .  A new, prosperous 
and sm art Nottingham suburb began to  f l o u r i s h .
But by about 1810, th e re  was a  g re a t  d e a l o f u n re s t 
a  iongst the  s to c k in g  m akers. In  t h e i r  in d iv id u a l 
e f f o r t s  to  make more money, th ey  were over-p roduo lng .
W arehouses were stacked  h ig h . Demand oould n o t keep 
up w ith  supply  and so p r lo e s  f e l l  and w ith  p r lo e s  — 
wages. I t  now beoame w ir tu a l ly  Im possib le to  make 
e n o u ^  p a i r s  o f stock ings p e r  week to  o b ta in  a  l iv in g  
wage.
Angry men began to  smash up th e  s to c k in g  ftrames, mind
le s s ly  ta k in g  th e i r  fu ry  — ou t on the  a c tu a l  maohlnss 
w ith  which th ey  earned th e i r  l lv e l lh o o d t
The c (« ln g  o f  pow er-driv ing  ohanged th e  l i f e - s t y l e s
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of all the operatlTee. I t  was amch wore sco n o a ica l 
to house the aachlnes all together In  a  * fao to rx  shed* 
and keep then going«

24 hours a  d a j  ewen, i f  t h i s  was possib le«
In  e f f e c t  i t  was u su a l to  sh u t then  down f o r  a t  l e a s t  
4 hours through the  n ig h t ,  u n le s s  deaand was r e a l l y  
h igh and then  they  o f te n  were ru n  r ig h t  th ro u i^  the  
idiole n ig h t 1
S in g le  f ra n e s ,  worked by hand in  th e  f a n i ly  hone, were 
no l<mger T ieb le«
O pera tives  now found th e n s e lre s  s la m s  to  th e  n a o h ln ss , 
working 8 hours on and 6 hours o ff«  Suddenly th e  
p a t te rn  o f t h e i r  l im n  changed d isa s tro u s ly «
f r u s t r a t i o n  caused d is c c n te n t  t c  s isn e r«  Kmn nore 
fram es than  ev e r were now d e s trc y e d , as  nobs o f  nen 
a ttac k ed  the  h a ted  ' f a c t o r i e s ' .  As we nom  in to  th e  
n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry , t h i s  th en  i s  the  p ic tu re  o f  l i f e  
in  N ottinghan f o r  th e  s to c k in g  naker and the  naohine 
la c e  naker«

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

4th February —  1 p .m . 

CHANGED MEETING VENUE 

275c Pitt Street

Between Market and Park S tre e ts  — 
le ft-hand  side looking towards the  Quay 
(w estern  s id e ). On Ground Floor.

Entrance is through Pitt S tree t en trance. I f  the door is 
closed  - -  press the BLACK BUTTON b y  door.

The Meeting will be held in the English Speaking Union 
Rooms. Please bring  som ething fo r  afternoon tea.



Co n t in u in g  Dr Bob Bu r g e s s ' s Story 

The maiden voyage OF THE 

'HARPLEY'

Th« *Harpl«y* (Launceston KrM ilner o f  11th 
S*pt«Bb«r, 1847)I The * W llllaa ' brouirht \unrelooms 
In te l l lg e n o e  o f the *Harpley*« We (five elsew here as 
■uoh o f  th e  p a r t i c u la r s  as  th e  Sydney papers a ffo rd  
and r e g r t t  to  add th a t  p r i r a t e  adwloes a re  l e s s  f a r -  
ourable*

The w essel experienced  s tro n g  e a s te r ly  g a le s ,  
and about 18 days a f t e r  l e s r in g  H obart Town was 
s tru c k  w ith  a  heaiTy se a  which c a r r ie d  away a  p o r tio n  
o f h er bulw arks ( th e  s id e s  o f  th e  sh ip  abore i t s  
upper d e c k ) . Frew th a t  t in e  she con tinued  to  le ak  
to  such an e x te n t th a t  th e  puwps re q u ire d  c o n s ta n t 
w orking. I t  was decided  to  proceed to  T a lp a ra is o , 
b u t c o n tra ry  winds thw arted  th e  d e s ig n , and C ap ta in  
Buokland decided i t  wore adw isable to  b ea r  up f o r  
T a h i t i ,  where th e  sh ip  a r r i r e d  on th e  28 th  June, 
about f o r ty - s ix  days a f t e r  she had sprting a le a k ,  
du rin g  the  irtiole o f  irtiioh t in e  th e  punps were w ig- 
o ro u sly  worked by th e  crew and the  n i l l t a r y .

We understand  th a t  in  oonsequsnoe o f  the  absence 
o f the  c h ie f  a u th o r i ty  flroai T a h i t i ,  a  d i f f l o t i l t y  occ
u rred  a s  to  the  la n d in g  o f  the  ca rg o , and she had to  
re n a in  th e re  id le  f o r  two o r  th re e  days u n t i l  the  
"CRnremor** re tu rn e d . Upwards o f  two hundred to n s  o f  
cargo  had been landed , b u t the  le a k  had n o t th e n  been 
d lso o re re d i i t  was fea re d  th a t  th e  whole o f th e  oarge 
would hawe to  be d ischarged  and th e  w essel hore down. 
We need s c a rc e ly  add th a t  t h i s  In te l l lg e n o e  has been 
reoelTod w ith  gen e ra l r e g M t,  f ro n  th e  pednfu l f r tu i t -  
r a t i o n  o f  th e  nany anxious hopes o f  a  prosperous 
Toyage which a ttended  h e r  d e p a r tu re  fjron t h i s  I s la n d . 
We su b jo in  an e x t r a c t  f ro n  the  l e t t e r  o f  a  passenger 
to  an o f f i c e r  o f the  1 1 th , by which i t  w i l l  be seen 
th a t  th e  resp e c te d  p r o p r ie to r ,  Mr Rawen, had e x h ib ite d  
the  sane s p i r i t  o f l i b e r a l i t y  which d is t in g u ish e d  hin  
in  t h i s  town. . .



"S ix te en  days a f t e r  le a v in g  p o r t ,  have sprun^^ 
a  le a k ;  a l l  hands work th e  pumps n ig h t and day ; f o r  
e ig h t  days o f te n  ob lig ed  to  be leished to  the  pumps to  
p reven t be ing  swept o ff»  as the sea  con tinued  b reak in g  
over the decks ob liged  to  heave p a r t  o f th e  cargo  and 
guns overboard to  l ig h te n  th e  sh ips go t to  T a h i t i  on 
28th  Jxine; landed  the  tro o p s  and passengers on th e  
1 s t Ju ly»  who were p laced  In  the  m ission-house» w hile  
the i'Harpley was being  d ischarged  and r e f i t t e d .  The 
s o ld ie r s  speak h lg h tly  o f  Ur R aven 's kindness» who 
supp lied  the  men w ith  grog fo u r tim es a day» and 
o f te n e r  d u rin g  the  ro u g h est o f weather» and adlowed 
them an e x t r a  supply o f  p ro v is io n s . The crew o f the  
H.M.B. (Her M a je s ty 's  B rlta im lc )  sh lp -o f-w ar 'Grampus' 
a s s is te d  the  H arp le y 's  crew ."

The above aoooijnts a re  r e a l ly  only p r e c is  o f 
the  in c re d ib le  drama. The r e a l  f la v o u r  o f what i t  
meant to  be a t  sea in  a  howling ga le  t h a t  th re a te n e d  
to  d e s tro y  the sh ip  i s  cap tu red  In  the  amazing tcd.e 
o f an unnamed passenger aboard the  H arpley on i t ' s  
maiden voyage and pub lished  In  the  Laiinoeston 
Examiner on 13th September» 1847. T his I s  an 
e x t r a c t  o f a l e t t e r  da ted  T ah iti»  2nd Ju ly»  1847.

"T his I s  a b r i e f  etoooimt o f our voyage and th e  
d is a s te r s  connected therew ith»  compiled from th e  b e s t  
a u th o r i t ie s »  f o r  th e  use euid e d i f i c a t io n  o f  myTas- 
manlan f r ie n d s .  We se iiled  from Hobart Town a t  noon 
on Thursday» 29 th  A p r i l .

We had f a i r  winds and s tro n g  f o r  some time» and 
in  s ix  days passed the  lo n g itu d e  o f New Z ealand . 
Sometimes I t  blew v ery  h ard ; In  f a c t  we s a i le d  more 
f re q u e n tly  under d o u b le -ree fed  to p s a i ls  than  i n  any 
o th e r  manner. T i l l  the  18 th  May we managed to  keep 
our co u rse , a lthough  f o r  the  l a s t  te n  days we have 
b een c o n tin u a l ly  amongst ra in»  s q u a lls  and g a le s ,  
but on th a t  day I t  blew a ga le  indeed» which s tag g ered  
us a l to g e th e r .  Chir to p g a lla n t bulwarks» though 
s tro n g ly  b u i l t»  were washed away l ik e  so much brown 
paper» and the s to u t  iro n  staim ohions snapped l ik e  
c a iT o ts , The sea  washed the  v e s se l fo re  and a f t»  and 
a t  every  plunge we shipped many tons o f w a te r . We 
had grown accustoned to  having two o r th re a  f e e t  o f
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pumps and th e  s o ld ie r s  would both  be worn out^ were 
c o n s id e ra tio n s  s u f f i c ie n t  to  medce us a l t e r  c o u rse , 
and b ear up f o r  T a h i t i ,  as the  n e a re s t harbour and 

. th e  b e s t  p la c e  to  f l y  * fo r  s a fe ty  and f o r  suocotir“ , 
though we had no c h a r t  o f th e  Is la n d , and d id  n o t 
know the  l e a s t  in  the  w orld how the chances o f ob- 
teun ing  a s s is ta n c e  m ight stand  in  such a h a l f - c iv 
i l i s e d  o u t-o f-th e -w a y  p a r t  o f the w orld . A fte r  wo 
had made a  n o r th e r ly  course f o r  two days we had a 
g a le  -  such a g a le  I -  to  use the eubllme words o f  
E virlp ides, —

“I 'v e  been in  many a  b reeze b e fo re .
But never s l t c h  a  blow ."

“A ll the  o th e r  g a le s  and s q u a l ls ,  e t c . ,  were 
in s ig n if ic a n t  by com parison w ith  th i s  one; i t  l a id  

our b le sse d  sh ip  on h er beam ends , washed me o u t o f
my c o t ( a t  about 3 o 'c lo c k  in  the m orning), and
frig h te n e d  alm ost every  one to  a f e a r f u l  e x te n t  ~
th a t  i s ,  to  the  f u l l  e x te n t o f f e a r .  I  rushed  o u t
of my c a b in , in  which my boxes and c lo th e s  were 
f lo a t in g  about fo u r f e e t  from the  deck , found the  
cuddy f u l l  o f w ate r, women weeping and scream ing, 
and men in  g r e a t  b o d ily  f e a r ,  — and went upon d eck , 
where I  saw a p ic tu re  I  s h a l l  no t fo rg e t  in  a  h u r ry .  
The sh ip  was ly in g  r i g h t  down on h er la rb o a rd  s id e ,  
a l l  h e r  q u a r te r-d e c k  (on th a t  s id e )  under w a te r , and 
a lso  a g re a t  p a r t  o f th e  poop, and a mountainoiis sea  
washing r i g h t  over h e r .  Tlie s o ld ie r s ,  unable to  
s ta n d , o r work th e  pumps, were ho ld in g  on as th e y  b e s t  
might to  any th ing  w ith in  t h e i r  re a c h . C ap ta in  Buck- 
land to ld  th e  c a rp e n te r  to  fe tc h  h is  axe to  o u t away 
the  m a sts , b u t by the  tim e a l l  was ready  th e  wind 
lu l le d  a  moment, and th e  sh ip  r ig h te d  a  l i t t l e »  The 
s ig h t  was m ag n ifice n t; sea euid sky seemed a l l  one 
mass; and i t  blew so hard th a t  you could  n o t look  to  
windward nor stand  f o r  cm In s ta n t  w ithou t h o ld in g  on 
v i  e t  arm is ( i . e .  w ith  a l l  the  s tre n g th  o f  your airma • 
v ide new t r a n s l a t i o n ) .  We were skuddlng un d er two 
c lo se  re e fe d  to p s a i l s  and fo re - to p m a s t-s ta y s a ll  when 
th i s  o ccu rred . A fterw ards we la y  to  f o r  a  couple o f 
days under a storm t r y s a i l ,  when th e  wind was a b a tin g , 
we made s a i l ,  and about f iv e  weeks a fte rw ard s  -  having 
experienced no th in g  bu t fo u l winds -  we a r r iv e d  a t  
T a h i t i .  We never had ( fo r  more than s ix  weeks) one
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pumps and the  s o ld ie r s  would both  be worn o u t,  were 
c o n s id e ra tio n s  s x if f ic ie n t to  make us a l t e r  o o u rse , 
and bear up f o r  T a h i t i ,  as the  n e a re s t harbour and 

. the  b e s t  p la c e  to  f l y  " f o r  s a fe ty  and f o r  succour” , 
though we had no c h a r t  o f  the  is la n d , and d id  n o t 
know the  l e a s t  in  the  w orld how the chances o f  ob
ta in in g  a s s is ta n c e  m ight stand  in  such a h a l f - c iv 
i l i s e d  o u t-o f-th e -w a y  p a r t  o f the w orld . A fte r  wo 
had made a  n o r th e r ly  coiirse f o r  two days we had a  
g a le  -  such a g a le  I -  to  use the sublime words o f  
E u rip id e s , —

“I 'v e  been in  many a  b reeze b e fo re .
But never s l t c h  a  b low .”

"A ll the  o th e r  g a le s  and s q u a l ls ,  e t c . ,  were 
in s ig n if i c a n t  by com parison w ith  th i s  one; i t  l a id  

our b le sse d  sh ip  on h er beam ends , washed me ou t o f
my c o t ( a t  about 3 o 'c lo c k  in  the  m orning), and
fr ig h te n e d  alm ost every  one to  a  fecurful e x te n t  ~
th a t  i s ,  to  the  f u l l  e x te n t o f f e a r .  I  rushed o u t
of my c a b in , in  which my boxes and c lo th e s  were 
f lo a t in g  about fo u r f e e t  from the  deck , foxuid the  
cuddy f u l l  o f w ate r, women weeping and scream ing , 
and men in  g r e a t  b o d ily  f e a r ,  — and went upon d eck , 
where I  saw a p ic tu re  I  s h a l l  no t fo rg e t  in  a  h u r ry .  
The sh ip  was ly in g  r ig h t  down on h er la rb o a rd  s id e ,  
a l l  h er q u a r te r-d e c k  ^on th a t  s id e )  under w a te r , a ^  
a lso  a g re a t  p a r t  o f th e  poop, and a  mountainous sea  
washing r ig h t  over h e r .  The s o ld ie r s ,  unable to  
s ta n d , o r work th e  pumps, were ho ld ing  on as th e y  b e s t  
might to  any th ing  w ith in  t h e i r  r e a c h . C ap ta in  Buck- 
land to ld  th e  c a rp e n te r  to  fe tc h  h is  axe to  o u t away' 
the  m a sts , b u t by the  tim e a l l  was ready  th e  wind 
lu l le d  a  moment, and the sh ip  r ig h te d  a  l i t t l e »  The 
s ig h t  was m ag n ifice n t; sea and sky seemed a l l  one 
mass; and i t  blew so hard th a t  you could  n o t look  to  
windward nor stand  f o r  an In s ta n t  w ithou t h o ld in g  on 
v i  e t  arm ls ( i . e .  w ith  a l l  the s tre n g th  o f  your airma • 
v ide new t r a n s l a t i o n ) .  We were skuddlng un d er two 
c lo se  re e fe d  to p s a i l s  and fo re - to p m a s t-s ta y s a ll  when 
th i s  o ccu rred . A fterw ards we la y  to  fo r  a  couple o f 
days under a storm t r y s a i l ,  when th e  wind was a b a tin g , 
we made s a i l ,  and about f iv e  weeks afterwccrds -  having 
experienced  no th in g  bu t fo u l winds -  we a r r iv e d  a t  
T a h i t i .  We never had ( fo r  more than s ix  weeks) one

(15)



day’ s f a i r  w ind| or even one d a y 's  wind s u f f i c ie n t  
to  enab le  us to  la y  our co u rse j euid what i s  more, 
the  wind was not only g e n e ra lly  blow ing in  our te e th ,  
b u t a o a t ly  blow ing so hard th a t  i t  was im possib le to' 
c a r ry  s a i l*  Even a f t e r  we go t w ith in  the  t r o p ic s ,  
when we c o n f id e n tly  hoped to  meet w ith  a s o u th -e a s t 
tr a d e ,  which would have been f a i r  f o r  u s , we s t i l l  
had fo u l wind (though no t g a le s ) ,  and stonns o f r a i n  
accompanied by a  g re a t  d ea l o f thunder and l ig h tn in g ,  
which la s te d  f o r  n e a rly  a week. Nay, m isfo rtune 
pursued u s so f a r  t h a t ,  although  we saw T a h i t i  a t  
d a y l ig h t on Wednesday morning» and were c lo se  to  
i t  (w ith in  te n  m iles) a t  n ig h t ,  y e t  we were u n ab le , 
in  consequence o f oedma and l i g h t  b e iff lin g  w inds, to  
g e t  in  im t i l  S atu rday , and in  8J.1 p r o b a b i l i ty  should  
have been o u ts id e  the harbour t i l l  t h i s  v ery  m inute 
heul i t  n o t been fo r  the  b r ic k is h  conduct o f  the  
French and Englishm en-of-w ar ly in g  h e re , who m anfu lly  
and w ith o u t any p rovocation  w hatever, se n t 8 b o a ts  
(4 French and 4 E ng lish ) p u ll in g  from 12 to  18 o ars  
eacli, who towed us in to  th e  harbour in  g a l la n t  s t y l e ,  
to  ovir g r e a t  joy  and immense s a t is f a c t io n *  And here  
we a re )  amongst oocoanu ts, p la n ta in s ,  bananas, 
o ran g es , lim e s , p in e ap p le s , a rro w ro o t, Englishm en, 
Frenchmen, Yankeemen, Sanlshmen and le  Kanague as the  
n a t iv e s  o f th e se  I s la n d s  a re  c a lle d * "

A fte r  such excitem ent th e  r e s t  o f  th e  voyage 
was more ro u tin e *  The 'H a rp ley ' was r e f i t t e d  and 
s a i le d  from T a h i t i  on 12 th  Septem ber, 1847* 
(Launceston  Examiner 20th  Septem ber, 1847)* She 
a p p a re n tly  c a lle d  in  a t  Rio de J a n ie ro  (H iss Wayne's 
f i l e  no te says " a l l  w ell a t  Rio" w ith  a newspaper 
re fe re n c e  of 26th  February , 1848 -  t h i s  does n o t seem 
to  be th e  Launceston Exam iner, b u t i t  may be an o th er 
new spaper) •

The 'H a rp ley ' reached England on 8 th  F ebruary , 
1848 (L .E , 10th June, I 848)* Here she must have 
been g iven  a very  thorough go ing  over by the  Surveyor 
f o r  Lloyds of London, emd was c la s se d  as A1 f o r  te n  
y e a rs  (Cornw all C hron ic le . 2 6 th  A ugust, I 048 -  t h i s  
i s  a Launceston new spaper).

R esearched by Dr» R«J* B urgess*
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ELIZABETH SIMPSON AT GOSFORD

From: Lindsay Watts

During her visit to the Central Coast Mrs. Eliza
beth Simpson was invited by the Gosford Family History 
Society to be their guest speaker at a dinner gathering 
The paper which she had prepared had the intriguing 
title "Europe the Lesse", and I quote from her synopsis 
of it.

EUROPE IS THE LESSE. A paper presented at the 75th 
Anniversary Conference o f the Society of Genealogists, 
London, Subsequently printed in two parts in their 
magazine vol. 22 No. 5 and vol. 22 No. 6 o f March/June 
1987. The migration of people from Europe, .when. .h o w . . 
why. .whence, .with particular emphasis on the wives 
and children, often simply coincidental migrants. Real 
examples quoted for Canada, South Africa and Australia.

With fluency, Elizabeth conveyed to us the very 
depths of her own sincere emotions and all those pres
ent were deeply moved. She described the upheavals, 
heartaches and struggles of 4 groups of immigrants who 
left their native lands, some by force, others by choice 
or necessity. During the 1820's one group who arrived 
in South Africa were sent into the hinterland in order 
to provide a bulwark between the established settle
ments and the marauding natives.

Another part of the talk was about the children of 
the poor and destitute, they were sent on ships to all 
parts of the Empire into the care of charitable organ
isations or foster homes, most were never to see their 
parents or family again.

Then there were the Irish Rebels of the 1790's.
They were went as convicts to N.S.W. Some were to lead 
the uprising at Castle Hill in 1804.

To my delight Elizabeth also related the story of 
the Nottingham Lacemakers and of their-struggle to make
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a new life for themselves first in Calais, and then in 
Australia.

At the conclusion of the talk one really did 
believe that Europe was the Lesse and the colonies 
the richer.

A Paper such as "Europe is the Lesse" is uni
versal in its appeal. It also shows that in Elizabeth 
Simpson we descendants of the Lacemakers have an 
ambassador of high standing. We wish her well.

i f i f it 'k it ir ir k 'k ir k 'k ir k lr k 'k - ir k

OUR BOOK

Our Book has g a th ered  fo m  v ery  q iiic k ly . Thank you 
to  a l l  those  who have co n trib u ted *  I  have s to r i e s  
frow th e  fo llo w in g  f a m ilie s t

Shore , S a jw e ll, Kemshall, H u tt, G ascoigne,
Holmes, Pedder, Bromhead, (^ ro fts , H a rriso n ,
Homan, W oodforth, Brownlow, Lander & Branson*

Some f a m ilie s  have made s e v e ra l c o n tr ib u t io n s ,  t e l l i n g  
d i f f e r e n t  d e l ig h tf u l  s to r i e s  and o th e rs  have se n t 
r e la te d  p ie c e s  -  i t * s  f a s c in a t in g .
At p re se n t the  saga i s  going *on d i s c ' and the gentlem an 
who w i l l  p u b lish  f o r  us i s  coming to  Queanbeyan to  spend 
a  day o rg a n is in g  i t  w ith  me* At th e  moment th e  prow 
p osed 'fo rm at i s  a  'c o f fe e  t a b l e '  form at — paper back 
type b in d in g  a  l i t t l e  b i t  sm a lle r  than  A 4*
Because o f th e  publishlxig te ch n iq u e s , by com puter, even 
though th e  book i s  underway, th e re  i s  the  f a c i l i t y  to  
®dd f o r  a  w hile y e t i
PLEASE, i f  you 've been p u t t in g  o f f  g e t t in g  som ething to  
me, do so now* Remember — even i f  i t  i s  on ly  a t in y  
p ie c e , i t  w il l  a c t  as a re fe re n c e  f o r  o th e rs t

GILLIAN
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COUSINS? Wh i c h  O n e ? 

F r o m : R i c h a r d  La n d e r

Have you ever experienced difficulty in determining
the exact cousin relationship between two family members?
There is a simple mathematical formula for doing so.

1. The first step is to trace their lineage back to 
a common ancestor. Make sure that this is their 
nearest coimnn ancestor and not his or her parent 
or child. By counting one generation too many,
or too few, one will get the wrong number. Number 
this common ancestor "0" to ensure that this gen
eration is not included in the arithmetic.

2. The next step is to count the number of generations 
separating each person from the common ancestor.

3. If the two numbers are the same, then the order 
of cousinhood is one less than the number. For 
example, if the coninon ancestor is a great grand
parent of each person, the number of generations 
is three and the order of cousinhood is two - so 
they are second cousins.

4. If the two numbers are not the same, then the 
order of cousinhood is one less than the smaller 
number. For example, if the common ancestor is 
a great-great-grandparent of one person and a 
grandparent of the other, the number of generations 
are four and two respectively. Consequently, the 
order of cousinhood is 2-1=1 and the degree of 
removal is 4-2=2. They are first cousins twice 
removed.

5. The children of first cousins are second cousins 
to each other.

(13)



o. me ciMiureii of becuna cousins are tnira cousins 
to each other.

7. The children of your first cousins are first 
cousins once removed to you and you are the same 
to them.

8. The children of your second cousins are second 
cousins once removed to you and you are the same 
to them.

9. Grandchildren of your second cousins are your 
second cousins twice removed and you are the same 
to them.

10. Great grandchildren of your second cousins are 
second cousins thrice removed.

Thank you, Richard. Please see me after the 
meeting - I've got a real 'lulu' for you to sort 
out!

***************

Huby C o llin s  d s l l^ ^ ts d  in  t e l l i n g  th i s  s to ry  
o f vdist she o s l le d  the  h a p p ie s t dsy In  h e r childhood* 
I t  h e r  su g g e s tio n , sh e  and t«o  s n a i l  boys wagged 
sohool* They sp en t the  day o lia b in g  and sw inging 
on th e  t r e e s ,  and g e n e ra lly  en jo y in g  th ease lT es  on 
th e  banks o f S pring Creek In  Main S t r e e t ,  Young*
Ruby re p o r te d  hMW **fr<Me sohool**, and h e r  n o th e r  
boxed h e r  e a rs  and se n t h e r  to  bed l

Mother ( I s a b e l la  (Sayw ell) Sunnerhays) had 
watohed a l l  the  fun f ro a  h e r  k lto h e n  wlndowl
P .S . Mary C o l l in s ,  Bxiby'a only  c h i ld ,  d ied  on 

22nd O ctober, 1988*

Thank you, P a t S tew art.

(EO )
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