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A V G U S T  1990 I S S U E  No. 3 0 ,

A str a n g e  th in g  h a p p e n e d  on May 5th 1990 at about 3 pm 
at o u r  Lacem akers'  m eeting  -  S I L E N C E  -  p u r e ,  gent le ,  
all a b s o r b in g  S I L E N C E  r e ig n e d  in the meeting room for  
at least two m in utes .  Y o u r  r e s p o n s e  will be e it h e r  one 
o f  d is b e l i e f  o r  a know in g  smile. The r e a s o n ,  dear  
m em bers,  is s im p le .  T h e  a ssem b led  m em bers ,  and there  
were about a h u n d r e d ,  had f inally  got "the b o o k "  into 
th eir  h a n d s ,  and the si le n ce  told  many s t o r ie s ;  p r id e ,  
in t e r e s t ,  am usem ent, some r e g r e t s  b u t  all told o f  admir
ation. It was a rew a rd in g  moment.

E n id 's  rep o rt  and the re p r in t  o f  Bill  B row nlow 's and  
R ic h a r d  L a n d e r 's  s p e e c h e s  do not need  f u r t h e r  em bell
ishment h e r e .  Gil lian K e l ly 's  s p e e c h  is not r e p r in te d  for  
the sim ple reason that Gill sim ply told us  in a v e r y  c o n 
versa tio na l way how s h e  felt  while sh e  was compiling the  
w o r k ,  how sh e  was able to live a little in the past  and how 
much re g a r d  s h e  had fo r  o u r  f o r e b e a r s .

Gillian [and no doubt o t h e r s ]  will use this  f ir s t  edit ion  
to b u ild  a more detailed p ic tu r e  -  to fil l in both o u r j i g 
saw and that which relates  to o u r  national h is t o r y .  Many  
o f  yo u  b y  now will be more aware o f  the importance o f  
oral h is t o r y .  C u r r e n t ly  A B C  Radio National is se r ia l 
is in g  "T h e  Way My F a th er  Tells  I t " ,  Tim B o w d en's  
written account o f  h is  fa t h e r ,  Jo h n  B o w d e n 's  l ife and  
times b e g in n in g  in 1906,. in Hobart Tasmania. It is worth  
h e a rin g ,  i f  o n ly  to e n co u ra g e  you  to realise that it is 
not on ly  v e r y  in t e r e s t in g  but v e r y  in fo rm a tive . When
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you look at how much written  work you use in re se a r c h  
you must sometimes thank the Great Pow ers that we did  
not ha ve  te le p h o n e s ,  r a d io s ,  te levision  o r  fast t r a n s 
p o r t .  So  much information now is transm itted in an 
unw ritten form - How much o f  it is lost throu gh not 
r e c o r d in g  it?
T h e se  th o u g h ts  b r in g  me b a ck  to o u r  book which is a 
tr ib u te  to o u r  fo r e b e a r s  and to to d a y 's  generation who 
have r e c o r d e d  so m uch . It rem inds me to tell y o u  we 
have some lo vely  p h o to g ra p h s  ( r e c o r d s  fo r  the fu t u r e )  
which will be available fo r  in sp e ctio n  on S a t u r d a y ,  4th 
A u g u s t .
Until  we meet again ,  g iv e  a thought to the u nb o rn  g e n 
eration o f  y o u r  family and be g in  to w rite y o u r  own s t o r y ,  
o r tell it to a tape. Someone will love y o u  the more fo r  
it.

CLAIRE

A Note from Lenore Ke a y s:

Dear C l a i r e ,Thank you. fo r  yo'iT in v i t a t io n  to  the book la iin ch - in g , hut I  cou ld  not make i t .  R ig h t up to  the day I  was hoping to  g e t t h e r e . May be one day I  can g e t  u p . My husbfind who was alw ays v e ry  s tro n g  and h e a lth y  was found to  need m ajor s u r g e r y . . . .  he I  no lo n g e r  have my com petent c h a u ffe \ jr . Then ju s t  as he was on the im prove, our lo v e ly  daug’ '.ter ha/1 to  have majorsurgery  a l s o ........................ However I  must not com plain  butwish you w e ll witli the bo d: aJid t e l l  you I  w il.l. g e t to  one ine>^t,ir;g soiiP d a i'. . . . .hegiirds to  a l l  monbers, from
L^IIORIO iO-iAYS
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LHE

SECRETARY'S

REPORT

What a glorious day we had for our book 
launching. Just as v/ell, as our meeting room had 
been reduced in size since we last met there, and it 
was also filled with a very large table, so late comers 
had to sit outside. Unfortunately these were mainly 
visitors, my apologies to you all.

Lindsay Watts conveyed to us a message from 
Elizabeth Simpson "congratulating the Society on our 
achievement and saying how proud she was to be our link 
with the United Kingdom and the history of the Lace- 
makers, and was looking forward to reading the book."

Prior to distributing the book. Bill Brownlow 
spoke of the Society's beginnings, paying tribute to the 
founding members whose research was the basis of our 
publication. Richard Lander followed on by telling how 
he first became aware of the Society and what he had 
gained from it,

Gillian Kelly replied telling us of her feelings 
as she was compiling the book and what it had come to 
mean to her.

We then picked up our chairs and adjourned to 
the courtyard for afternoon tea. Bruce (our President) 
provided wine to toast the book, Marjorie Brown made us 
a fruit cake, and members provided other goodies.
Thank you to all the willing helpers who undertook 
the extra work in setting it up outside.

Printing and publishing costs of $2,685 and 
$1,236 have somewhat depleted our finances, but due to
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the members being willing to pay in advance for book 
orders, we did not have to go into the red. With 
new members and subsequent sales we are gradually 
building up our finances again.

Book sales: The most effective means of 
advertising so far has been by members and also some 
non members spreading the word about "The Lacemakers 
of Calais".

From readers of Janet Reakes' Daily Telegraph 
column came severa/enquiries, but few sales yet.

Direct appeal to some libraries, family history 
groups etc. so far has little response.

We welcome the following new members:

Mrs Margaret Hunt, of the Wand family - Aginaourt

Mrs Margo Wagner, of the Thomas Barber Gold
finch family - The Emperor

Mrs Carol Bailey, of the Brown family - Aginaourt

Mr Jack Clifford, of the Potter family -
Aginaourt

Mrs Sally Pateman, of the Bonham family -Fairlie

Mrs Lucy Weller, of the Lander family - Harpley. 

We hope the Society will be of benefit to them.

Mr Alan Theak advises that he has recently 
completed his family history of which he intends (in 
the near future) to place a copy in the Society of 
Australian Genealogists. Listed under the names 
TAMER/THEAK  it contains a photograph of Kate Turner 
(nee Archer) and hopes this will be of interest to 
Archer descendants.

ENID BASTICK

For those unable to attend  ̂ we publish this
ISSUE THE ADDRESSES GIVEN BY BILL BROWNLOW 
AND Richard La n der. (4)



THE ADDRESS GIVEN BY M r BILL BROWNLOW on the 

occasion of the launching of 'THE LACEMAKERS OF CALAIS' 

on 5th May, 1990.

Mr P r e s id e n t  and o u r  m em bers .

T h a nk  y o u  all fo r  the p r iv i le g e  o f  s p e a k in g  at this  
m eeting , held  fo r  the v e r y  important reason  o f  la un ch ing  
the book "T h e  Lacem akers o f  C a la is" .

A s  a d e sce n d a n t  o f  lacem akers William and Emma 
Brow nlow , I b e l ie ve  that this  boo k  s h o u ld  become v e r y  
important to at least all o u r  d e s c e n d a n t s  a s ,  from my 
own e x p e r i e n c e , v e r y  little was e v e r  known about o u r  
lacemaker a n c e s t o r s , w ho, we now kno w , did  a trem
e n d o u s  jo b ,  in lea vin g  Calais and coming to a new c o u n t r y  
and a new way o f  l i fe .  T h is  book will tell a w o n d e rfu l  
s t o r y  a n d ,  as great many th a n ks  from its re a d e r s  to o u r  
e d it o r ,  Gil lian K e l ly .

Som ething  that may be o f  i n t e r e s t .  I became i n t e r 
e s t e d  in o u r  family h is t o r y  some y e a r s  ago . and the s t a r t 
ing point o f  my r e s e a r c h  was to join the S o c ie ty  o f  A u s t 
ralian G e n e a lo g is t s , who d ir e c te d  my  o v erseas e n q u ir i e s  
to a lady in N ottingham , who did family r e s e a r c h .  H er  
name, E l iza b e th ,  who l ived  at the v e r y  E n g l is h  a d d r e s s  o f  
P e a p k in s  E n d ,  2 Stella G r o v e .  T o l le rto n ,  N o tt in gh a m sh ire .  
The th in g  o f  in te re st was that she told me that s h e  had  
a n oth er  gentleman in S y d n e y  who sh e  was d oing  r e s e a r c h  
f o r ,  and whose a n c e s t o r s  had a similar h is t o r y  to mine.  
T h is  was the sta r t  o f  looking  at the "lace i n d u s t r y "  as  
well as families.

T h is  gentleman was Mr A .  F .  A r c h e r ,  w hose a n c e s t o r s  
came to S y d n e y  on the same sh ip  as mine, a n d ,  then to 
B a t h u r s t .  He had done a trem endous amount o f  detailed  
r e s e a r c h ,  and was good en o u g h  to s u p p l y  me with fa cts  
and details  that I would n e v e r  have been  able to collect  
so ea s i ly  m y s e lf .

makers
R e c e n t ly  a so c ie ty  o f  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  these, Iqce-  
^s has been  form ed and meets in S y d n e y ,  it is
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know n as "T h e  S o c ie ty  o f  Lacem akers o f  C a la is" .  I 
b e l ie v e  th is  all s t a r t e d  when Elizabeth Sim pson sta r te d  
r e s e a r c h  fo r  Mr A r c h e r  and me. S h e  fo u n d  that people  
in v o lv e d  in similar s t o r ie s  ran into h u n d r e d s .

I am looking  fo rw a rd  to r ea d ing  this important  
new b o o k ,  as I  know y o u  will be too,  and will no doubt  
a p p reciate  all the w o rk  and w o rrie s  that Gillian and h er  
h e lp e r s  ha ve  done in p r o d u c i n g  th is  b oo k; and we all 
e x t e n d  o u r  s in c e r e  th a n k s .

A s  my memory is not like it u s e d  to b e ,  I apologise  
fo r  re a d in g  this talk. B e s u r e  to read Gil lian's  article  
in the last co p y  o f  " T U L L E " ,  it e x p la in s  some o f  the  
d i f fe r e n t  se c t io n s  and some o f  the pro blem s e n c o u n t e r e d  
when compiling a book s u c h  as "Lacem akers o f  Ca la is" .

I  am s u r e  that o u r  a n c e s t o r s  from Nottingham and  
Calais were w o n d e rfu l  p e o p le ,  lea v in g  a part o f  the world  
w here th ey  k n e w , fo r  a trip on a sailing  sh ip  fo r  three  
months a n d ,  a r r i v i n g  in a land that th ey  would have  
known v e r y  little ab out.  T h e y  w ere w o n d e rfu l  people  
and I  b e l ie v e  all th e ir  d e s c e n d a n t s  will now app reciate  
what th eir  great d e c is io n s  in coming to A u stra l ia  have  
meant to u s .  th eir  d e sce n d a n ts .

T h a n k  y o u ,  G il lian , fo r  y o u r  e f fo r t  in p r o d u c in g  
th is  b o o k .  I  am s u r e  that a lot o f  people  will en joy  
r ea d ing  it ,  and have a much b e t t e r  k now ledge o f  what  
life was like in those ea r ly  d a y s .

Would y o u  join me in a vote  o f  th a n k s  b y  acclamation.* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

OUR NEXT MEETING IS ON 
SATURDAY. AUGUST AT

r  T t :
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THE ADDRESS GIVEN BY M r RICHARD LANDER^ on the 
occasion of the launching of 'THE LACEMAKERS OF CALAIS 
on 5th May, 1990 YWWWWhinir

O n  m onda y, 24th A u g u s t ,  1981, the follow ing a r t 
icle app ea red  in the  Sy d n ey  M orning  Herald u n d e r  the  
r e g u la r  column GEEVES ON MONDAY.

French connection. Was your ancestor a refugee 
lacemaker? If so, you have links with the most 
specialised groups of artisans who ever migrated 
to this country. Before the industrial revol
ution, Nottingham was the heartland of English 
lacemaking. But when the craft was mechanised, 
the traditional lace artisans moved away from 
Nottingham and settled in France, where lace 
was still being made by hand. Then came the 
revolution of 1848, which turned the Nottingham 
artisans out of France. Three shiploads of 
them came to Australia to make a new life.
Those ships were the Agincourt, Fairlie and 
Harpley. Now more than 130 years later, a 
Nottingham genealogist and her Paris associate 
are rediscovering the forgotten lives of those 
families. There are voluminous files on them 
in the French Government archives. Why don't 
their Australian relatives form themselves into 
a big "family"? For further information, write 
to Elizabeth Simpson, Peapkins End, 2 Stella Grove, 
Tollerton, Nottingham NG124EY, England.

Philip G e e v e s '  article  arose  out o f  a realisation that 
s e v e r a l  family h isto r ia n s  were r e s e a r c h in g  family h is t o r ie s  
w hich s h a r e d  similar historical  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  O u r  e a r l 
iest r e s e a r c h e r s  in c lu d e d  B e r t  A r c h e r  (r e s e a r c h i n g  the  
A r c h e r  fa m ily) .  C h r i s t in e  S u tto n  ( S t u b b s  fa m ily ) ,  Theo  
Saywell  (Sayw eii fa m ily ) .  B ill  B row nlow  (B rownlow family)  
L in d s a y  Watts (B rom head fa m ily ) ,  Gil lian K e l ly  (B ra n so n  
fa m ily) ,  a nd  K i n g s le y  Ire la n d  (Longm ire fa m ily) .
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In  O c t o b e r ,  1982, The Australian Society of the 
Laaemakers of Calais p r o d u c e d  its f i r s t  edition o f  
T U L L E ,  a modest 8-page a f fa ir ,  w hich l is te d  R o b e rt  
Wilson as P r e s i d e n t ,  C h r i s  Su tton  as S e c r e t a r y , T e r r 
e n c e  H ig g in s  as T r e a s u r e r ,  Gillian K e lly  as M em bership  
S e c r e t a r y  and Theo Sayw ell  as P u b lic it y  O f f i c e r .

B y  M ay, 1983, E lizabeth  Sim pson had made h e r  
f i r s t  trip to A u str a l ia  a nd had a d d r e s s e d  more than  
70 S o c ie ty  m embers and f r i e n d s  at a meeting h eld  at the  
Salvation A rm y  A s s e m b ly  Hall in C la r k e  S tr e e t  in the  
c i t y .

B y  I s s u e  6 o f  T U L L E ,  C laire  had been  e le cte d  
E d ito r  and o u r  magazine took on the p r o fe s s io n a l  a p p e a r 
ance that we have now grow n so u s e d  to. S u b s e q u e n t  
i s s u e s  h a v e  r e c o r d e d  not on ly  the s n ip p e t s  o f  h is t o r y  
o f  o u r  lacemaker fo r e b e a r s ,  b u t  also the h is t o r y  o f  o u r  
S o c ie ty  and its  m em bers .  H e n r y  Jam es J r .  wrote in 
the "Life of Nathanial Hawthorne": 'It takes a great 
deal of history to produce a little literature'.
It il 'So takes an enorm ous amount o f  w ork and dedication  
to r e c o rd  h i s t o r y ,  and we are g ra te fu l  that o u r  So ciety  
is b le s s e d  with w o r k e r s  s u c h  as  G illian who have so 
s e l f le s s ly  g iv e n  their  time and labour to b r in g  o u r  book  
to fr u it io n .  Gillian p o s s i b l y  v ie w s  its re lea se  today with  
m ixed  emotions -  a little like the h e n p e c k e d  man w a tching  
his  m o th er-in-la w  d r iv e  o v e r  a c l i f f  . . . .  i n his  new  
M erce d e s  s p o r t s  ca r .  H er toiling is o v e r ,  at least fo r  
the time b e in g  a nd we are all en o rm o u sly  p r o u d  o f  the  
f in e  e n d  p r o d u c t  that we se e  b e fo r e  u s  tod a y . H o w ever ,  
the book sh o u ld  be v iew e d  as a large v e r s io n  o f  a s in g le  
iss u e  o f  T U L L E :  som ething to b e  u p d a te d ,  a d d e d  to, 
amended i f  s u b s e q u e n t  r e s e a r c h  p r o v e s  some o f  o u r  
earlie r  c o n c lu s io n s  to be partially  or totally inaccurate .  
O u r  h is t o r y  may be f i x e d ,  b u t  o u r  d is c o v e r y  and in t e r 
pretation  o f  it must remain a v e r y  f le x ib le  th in g .  O s c a r  
Wilde wrote ' th e  old believe everything: the middle- 
aged suspect everything: the young know everything" 
¡Phrases and Philosophies for the Use of the Young]. 
Chameleon, 1894.] None o f  u s  g a th e re d  here  today are  
o ld ,  few are y o u n g .  A l l  o f  us must s u s p e c t  e v e r y t h i n g
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and be p r e p a r e d  to m odify  o u r  b e l ie fs  as new re se a rch  
takes us  into u n c h a r te r e d  w a te rs .  O u r  fo r e b e a r s  didn't  
e x a c t ly  sail in u n c h a r te r e d  wa ters bu t their  l iv es  in 
A u stra lia  were a fa r  c r y  from those th ey  had led in e ither  
E ngland o r  F r a n c e .  We must con tinu e  to e x h ib it  the same 
deg ree  o f  f le x ib i l i ty  and u n d e r s t a n d in g  in o u r  r e s e a r c h .

T h is  b e in g  the  c a se , I imagine that Gillian and D oug  
will be the f ir s t  to v o lu n t e e r  for  the n e x t  edit ion o f  o u r  book  
-  the n e x t  instalment in the h is t o r y  o f  those from whom our  
own e x is t e n c e  has e v e n t u a t e d .

B r in g in g  the boo k to fru it io n  has on ly  been  p o ss ib le  
b ec a u se  all o f  u s  g a ve  in o u r  own w a y. I th ink  it is 
important that we r e c o g n is e  the co n trib u tio n  made by  
members s u c h  as Bob Wilson, L in d s a y  Watts, Gillian K e lly  
and Leonore K e a y s ,  and p a st-m e m b e rs  s u c h  as the late 
Mr B e r t  A r c h e r ,  as well as C h r i s  Sutton  in u n c o v e r in g  
much o f  the really  important h istorical material.  In my own 
c a s e ,  it was largely  b e c a u se  o f  these  people that I have  
d e v e lo p e d  and retain ed  an in te r e st  in o u r  h ist o r y  and in 
the S o c ie ty .

T o d a y ,  h o w e v e r ,  is G il lian's  d a y!  O u r  p ro fo u n d  
th a n ks  goes to h e r  fo r  a m assive  jo b , b r il liantly  e x e c 
u te d .  The e n d  r e s u lt  o f  h e r  work and that o f  h e r  willing  
c o - w o r k e r ,  D o u g ,  is the delight o f  us  all and we would  
l ike to e x p r e s s  o u r  appreciation  in the usual manner.

Hew long after the death of a husband may a woman
modestly marry?----------------We think that Pious Widow was
a little of the soonest who, when most deeply 
lamenting at her husband’s funeral, and one of the 
company at the grave whispered her not to take on 
so heavily, for if she thought fit, he was ready to 
supply his room, andswer'd, sadly sobbing: "Thank 
ye. Sir, for your Care to Comfort a Poor Disconsolate 
Widow, but indeed l"ve just now Promir'd another 
that came before ye."

---------from "The Ladies ’ Dictionary,"
2694.(9)



O f shoes and ships and sealing wax.

THE OLIVER LOWE STORY

Oliver Lowe was a Lacemaker from Quorndon. His wife 
Eliza, a needlewoman, from Dover. They had three 
children, all Calais-born. Oliver was a signatory to 
the original Memorial requesting immigration to Adel
aide, so it is fair to presume he had some enthusiasm 
for the project. The Lowe family arrived in October 
aboard the Agincourt. Australia was not kind to this 
young family. The inquest into the death of Eliza Lowe 
at the end of October 1848 gives some insight into the 
difficulties and heartbreak some of our Lacemakers en
countered.

B a th u r st  Free P r e s s ,  O c to b e r  1848:

IN Q U E S T  -  On Monday la st ,  an in q u e s t  was held  b efo r e  
Captain S u t h e r la n d ,  co r o n e r  fo r  the d is t r ic t ,  on the b o d y  
o f  Elizabeth Low e, who died the p r e c e e d in g  d a y .  From  
e v id e n c e  g iv e n  at the in q u e st  it a p p eared  that the d e ce a se d  
was the wife o f  one o f  the em igrants r e c e n t ly  a r r iv e d  in 
B a t h u r s t ;  that on the ro u g h  road s h e  caught c o ld ,  that 
s e tt le d  on h e r  lu n g s ,  and ult imately c a u s e d  h e r  death .
She had bee n  ailing e v e r  s in ce  h e r  a r r iv a l ,  b u t  did  not 
keep h e r  b e d  -  there  are three small c h i ld r e n  left to mourn her lo ss .  The family ha s  b e e n  k in d ly  allowed to stop in 
Mr A u s t i n ' s  s to r e  fo r  se v e ra l  w e e k s ,  as the h u s b a n d  could  
not meet with  a situation agreeable  to his  v ie w s .  The  
decea sed  a pp ears to have s u f fe r e d  th eir  c irc u m sta n c e s  to 
p r e y  on h er m ind, and th is ,  ad d ed  to the cold  and co u g h  
with which s h e  was a f f l ic t e d ,  h a sten ed  h e r  e n d .  A lth o u g h  
sh e  s u f fe r e d  so lo ng ,  before  h e r  d ea th ,  s h e  n e g le c t e d  to 
call in Medical a s s is ta n c e ,  h o p ing  e v e r y  day sh e  might  
be b e t t e r .  T h is  p o o r  woman’s  death may be a ttr ib u ted  
to h e r  jo u rn e y  from S y d n e y ,  and p e r h a p s  in some m easure ,  
to the u n fe e l in g  co n d u c t  o f  the c a r r ie r  with whom sh e  t r a v 
e lle d ; fo r  on one occasion on the jo u r n e y ,  he was
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r e q u e s t e d  to stop until the n e x t  d a y ,  as the rain was 
d e s c e n d in g  h e a v i ly ,  bu t although the o th e r  ca r r ie r s  
c o n s e n t e d ,  and three o f  the d r a y s  c o n tin u e d  at the place  
all d a y ,  he r e f u s e d  to do s o ,  and compelled this  poor  
woman with h e r  c h i ld r e n ,  and o t h e r s  who accompanied  
the same d r a y ,  to start  and e n d u r e  all the p e lt in g s  o f  
the p i t i le s s  storm . It would be v e r y  ea sy  fo r  the ca r r ie r s  
to r ig  a tilt c o v e r i n g  fo r  their  d r a y s  when th ey  are  
loaded with women and c h i ld r e n ,  and we th ink  a r r a n g e 
ments to that e f fe c t  might ea si ly  be made b y  the p e r so n  
a pp oin ted  to s u p e r i n t e n d  the d e p a r tu r e  o f  immigrants  
fo r  the b u s h ,  fo r  at p r e s e n t ,  i f  the w eather sh o u ld  happen  
to be ro u g h  and sto r m y ,  the poor c r e a tu r e s  (a ltogether  
u n u s e d  to the r o u g h n e s s  o f  the b u s h  life) are o bliged  to 
b e a r  all the in c o n v e n ie n c e s  o f  e x p o s u r e  without sh e lt e r .

Oliver did not remarry, despite his children being 9, 4 
and 2 at the time of their mother’s death. One can 
only wonder at the happiness of his time here, because 
he, too, died in Bathurst in 1862, aged only 46.

The Lowe family were listed on the list of families to 
travel on the Harpley to Adelaide. They actually 
travelled on the Agincourt. There were three reasons 
for families being rejected: if they were disreputable; 
if there was doubt as to whether the heads of families 
were married; and lastly if the family had three 
children under seven. This last rule was later 
relaxed, in view of the fact that Mr Cooper, in Calais, 
had virtually promised these people passage. Perhaps 
this was the reason the Lowe's departure was held up.

Thank you, Gillian, for this most interesting 
story of the Lowe family —  and the callous 
attitude of some people to others.

We look forward to more stories from you.
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WHERE

IN THE WORLD

IS THOMAS WHEW ILL?

[So asks Gillian Kelly]

J o s e p h  Whewill was b orn  at C l i f t o n ,  S o m e rse t ,  
in 1798, making him one o f  the o ld est  to em bark on the  
A g in c o u r t .  His wife was M ary , d a u g h te r  o f  Thomas and  
Mary U nderw oo d, o f  L o u g h b o r o u g h ,  and born  in 1802.
T h e y  had three c h i ld r e n  accom pany them to A u str a l ia :  
William b orn  1823 and Mary A n n e  born  1825. both in 
L o u g h b o r o u g h ,  and Thomas b o rn  in Calais in 1828. The  
Whewills, then , had l ived  in Calais fo r  tw enty  y e a r s .

William was a married man when he came. His  
wife  was Caroline D i x o n ,  b o rn  at D eal,  K e n t ,  in 1823. 
William and Caroline were married in D o v e r  on J u n e  30, 
1845, with  Jam es K ing  and Mary A n n e  Whewill as w i t n e s s e s . 
A t that time Caroline  g a v e  h e r  fa th e r 's  name as Michael  
D ix o n ,  b u t c h e r .  On N o vem b er 4, 1845, a s o n ,  J o s e p h  
William J n r  was born  to Caroline and William, A t that 
time they were l iv in g  at 523 R u e  de Com m erce , and the  
registratio n  o f  the b ir th  was  w itnessed by Benjamin  
Holmes and Israel  J o h n s o n .

B o th  J o s e p h 's  and William's families were on the  
A g i n c o u r t , and e v e n t u a l ly  seem ed to have hea d ed  to the  
Mudgee area. Mary A n n e  married one Jam es Watt and  
had a large troup o f  c h i ld r e n .  T h e y  were still  in M udgee  
in 1873.

J o s e p h  S en io r  died in 1872, aged  75, and Mary  
died the following y e a r  aged 71. N e ith e r  seem to have  
a h ea d sto n e  to mark their  final r e s t in g  p la ce .

In 1854 an in fa n t ,  William Whewill d ie d ,  p r e 
sum ably a c h i ld  o f  William and Ca r o lin e .  A f t e r  th is ,  
there is no record  o f  Caroline  and William in N . S . W .
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H o w e ve r ,  in mid March 1860, the Adelaide Advocate  
a n n o u n c e d :  B I R T H :  On March 16,1860, the wife o f  
Mr William Whewill, o f  a d a u g h te r .  T his  is a tenuous  
l ink until yo u  c h e c k  the S A  B ir th  R e g i s t e r s .  They  
state that on 16 M arch , 1860, a female child  was b o r n :  
Mary A n n e  D I X O N  Whewill.

So Caroline and William and y o u n g  Jo s e p h  went 
West to A d e la id e .  On b oa rd  the Harpley was Richard  
Bell D ixon and their  s i x  c h i ld r e n .  On the sh ip p in g  
list  it s ta te s  that R ic h a r d  and Mary Dixon are Caroline's  
p a r e n t s ,  and that th ey  are in A d ela id e .  T h ey  too, had 
been in Ca la is ,  as William and Caroline had b e e n ,  o t h e r 
wise the D o v e r  marriage would have been u n n e c e s s a r y .
So who was Michael the b u t c h e r ,  and why did Caroline  
s a y  he was h e r  fa t h e r ?  Caroline  died in Adelaide  
between 1887 and 1895. H er  s o n ,  J o s e p h ,  died between  
1863 and 1877. William seem s to have l ived  into this  
c e n t u r y .

Jam es and Mary A n n e  Hall were also on the 
H a r p lt y  to A d e la id e ,  with R ic h a r d  Bell Dixon and  
fam ily.  Mary A n n e 's  maiden name was Bell .

B ut w here in the world was Thomas Whewill?Was he Nottingham J a c k ,  the n o t-so -fa m o u s b u sh r a n g e r ?  
A n  Am erican named R o b e rt  Co ff in  was goldmining in the 
B a t h u r s t  area fo r  se v e r a l  y e a r s  and wrote a book o f  
the e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  his  whole world ti 'avels ,  named 
'Th e  Last o f  the L o g a n s ' .

C o f f in  actually  knew the F o st e r  family and Thomas  
Whewell, who he d e s c r ib e d  as . . .  . " a  sometimes habitue  
[ o f  F o s t e r 's  p u b lic  h o u s e ] ,  about 30, a q u ie t ,  decent  
c h a p ."  Co ff in  d e s c r ib e s  the man s u s p e c t e d  o f  be ing  
Nottingham J a c k  as a h u s k y  fellow who made h im self  
a g reea b le .  T h e re  were sto r ie s  as to where he l iv e d ,  
and p re su m a b ly  fo r  the tw enty f iv e  p o u n d s  rew a rd ,  one  
o f  the F o s t e r 's  and Co ff in  went in se a r c h ,  b ec a u se  they  
knew him p e r s o n a l l y . T h e ir  bid  was u n s u c c e s s f u l , and  
s e e m i n g ly , q uite  some time a fter  this  e p is o d e .  Coffin  
joined up with a new mining p a r tn e r ,  Ro bert  Wi/son.
T h is  v e n t u r e  co n tinu ed  without fo r tu n e s  being  fo u n d ,  
but C o ff in  again talks about his  fr ie n d s h ip  with the  
F o s t e r  b o y s  and Thomas Whewill. He w rites  about them
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(lU h aving  week long\/>ihist p a r t ie s ,  with n u ts  and ra is in s  
as the takings .  C o f f in  had p r e v i o u s ly  said  he knew  
Nottingham J a c k ,  as did Jo h n n ie  F o s t e r ,  so it is fa irly  
safe to reason that o u r  Tom Whewell was not the c u lp r it !

Thomas died in 1889. He seem s n e v e r  to have m arried.  
The F o s t e r s  built their  Public House at P yram ul,  between  
B athurst and Mudgee . and opp osite  the sto re  o f  one  
E .M . Ward, and on land b e lo n g in g  to the S u t t o r  fam ily.
The S u tto r s  were an in te r e st in g  fam ily,  and one o f  their  
p rinc ip a ls  was to employ on ly  a s s i s t e d  im migrants, i . e .  not 
c o n v ic t s .  G iv e n  they  held  large p r o p e r t ie s  in the r e g io n ,  
we could assume that some o f  o u r  lacemakers went to work  
fo r  him init ially . The gold  era c h a n g e d  all,  and C o ff in  
s a y s  all the m iners paid S u tto r  r e n t .

More about Relationships.
Your uncle is the brother of your father or mother.
Your aunt is the sister of your father or mother.
Your great uncle (or grand uncle) is the brother of your 

grandfather or grandmother.
Your great aunt (or grand aunt) is the sister of your grandfather 

or grandmother.Your great-great uncle is the brother of your great-grandfather 
or great-grandmother.

Your great-great aunt is the sister of your great-grandfather or 
great-grandmother.

Your first cousin is the child of your uncle or aunt.
Your second cousin is the grandchild of your great uncle or great 

aunt. (If two people are first cousins, the children of each 
of the people will be second cousins).

Your third cousin is the great-grandchild of your great-great 
uncle or great-great aunt. (Children of two second cousins will 
be third cousins).

Your first cousin, once removed, is the child of your first
cousin or is the child of your great uncle or great aunt. If 

someone is your first cousin then his or her child is your 
first cousin once removed. (Once removed means one generation 
level different from oneself). All your regular cousins 
(first, second etc.) are at the same generation level as 
yourself. Those at different levels are "removed". If someone 
is your first cousin once removed, then you are his or her 
first cousin once removed as well.

Your second cousin once removed is the child of your second 
cousin.

Your first cousin twice removed is the child of your first cousin 
once removed (ie. the grandchild of your first cousin).

Your second cousin twice removed is the child of your second 
cousin once removed (ie. the grandchild of your second cousin).

Richard Lander (H) 1st October. 1989.



FA M ILY  MÜTAIILHS

........................the men that made the Nation are
The men upon the land

George Essex Evans

Re a d in g  William B row nlow 's  s t o r y  o f  William and Emma 
Brownlow in the B o o k ,  "T h e  Lacem akers o f  Ca la is" .  I was 
rem inded o f  my paternal g r a n d fa t h e r ,  Ben R o b in so n ,  who 
came from T ip p e r a r y  to A u stra l ia  when he  was aged 18 
y e a r s .

The B a n b u r y  C lem ents mentioned as owing land in 
the area o f  Summerhill  C o p p e r  Mine, moved to Eugow)-a 
Station (p r e v io u s ly  leased b y  J o s e p h  and Thomas Pye in 
1834) d u r in g  the y e a r s  1855/57, p r io r  to the N . S . W .  
G o vernm en t p a s s in g  legislation to p urch ase  Crown land 
in 1861.

The name EU GOW RA comes from an Ab orig inal  word  
meaning "the place w here the sa n d  comes down from the 
h il l s " .

Ben  Robinson b o u g h t  Eugowra Station from B a nb ury  
Clem ents in 1888, and moved there  with his w ife ,  L izzie ,  
and fo u r  y o u n g  c h i ld re n  aged from 9 y ears to 2.

The F o r b e s  Tim es o f  1st Sep tem b er 1888 w r o t e :-  
"We note the sale o f  Eugowra Station in the F o r b e s  
d is t r ic t ,  about 30,000 a c r e s ,  with sto c k  to Mr Ben R o b 
in so n .  A r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  from this o ff ice  paid a v is it  to 
the B u rra w o n g  s h e d  on W e dn e sd a y , on which day the 
s h e a rin g  o f  the s t u d  s h e e p  th e i ’e was com m enced. "

Ben Ro b in son  died on 4th J u l y  1890. In the C o u n tr y  
News o f  The S y d n e y  Morning Herald it was r e p o rte d  that 
the fun era l  o f  Mr Ben R o bin son  "was the largest e v e r  seen  
in the d is t r ic t ,  and is estimated that fu l ly  1000 pei 'sons  
stood ro u n d  the g r a v e .  T h ere  were 75 v e h ic le s  and 100 
horsemen in the P r o c e s s io n . The d ecea sed  gen tleman was 
widely  known th rou g hou t the colonies in connection with
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s t o c k ,  and e n jo y e d  an unimpeachable reputation for  
in teg rity  and s t r a ig h t fo r w a r d n e s s .  ”

Two y e a r s  later my G randm other  sold  Eugowra Station ,  
and moved b a ck  to the 20 a cres  p r o p e r t y  known as 
"R o b in so n le ig h "  near F o r b e s .  It was here  sh e  raised  
h e r  f ive  ch ildren  . . . my fa th e r  h a vin g  been born on 
1st Septem ber 1890 . . . or  as he u s e d  to say  he "was 
born in 1890 in the S p r i n g  o f  C a r b in e 's  y e a r .  "

fn 1909 Elizabeth (as Grandma then called h e r s e l f )  
moved into the town o f  F o r b e s .  When 1 knew h e r  sh e  
l ived in the house she named " V e s t a " ,  with h e r  d a u g h te r s  
Ellen (o ur much loved A u n tie  Nellie) and Maria (May) 
until  her  marriage. To the b e s t  o f  my know ledge the  
s o n s .  Benjamin and William, were w o rkin g  on the 
p r o p e r ty  named G r u d g e r y  . . . part o f  which now b elo n gs  
to my c o u s in .  R a y  R o b in so n .  My fa t h e r ,  H a r r y ,  had  
joined the Commercial B a n k in g  Com pany o f  S y d n e y  in 
1908, and his  f ir s t  appointment was to Temora.

Elizabeth R o b in so n  l ived  to know h e r  e le v e n  g r a n d 
ch i ld ren .  S h e  d ied  at h e r  home in 1938. A much loved  
A u ntie  Nellie , the e ld est  o f  the fam ily,  d ied in 1943.

Flowers rem ind me o f  them both . . . Grandm a's  
days were sp e n t  in her loved  g a r d e n ,  w here sh e  grew  
prize C h r y sa n th e m u m s,  and the v io lets  w hich were my 
fa v o u rite s .  A u n t ie  Nellie took f lo w ers to the P r e s b y 
terian C h u r c h  early  on S u n d a y  m orn in gs; then she  
p icke d  up old ladies and took them to C h u r c h  and home 
again. N ext it was time fo r  S u n d a y  School . . . and  somehow the S u n d a y  roast always ap p ea red  on the 
tab le .

T h ey  were special people  in my c h i ld h o o d ,  and I 
loved them b o th .

26th May. 1990 P A T R I C I A  S T E W A R T
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This is the beginning of a series of reports sent from an 
un-named reporter in Paris to his London paper "The Times' 
over the weekend of insurrection commencing Friday, 23rd 
June. It was published in the SYDNEY MORNING HERALD of 
10th October, 1848, and was probably brought to Sydney 
on the 'Agincourt’. The article takes up a FULL page
of the Herald —  some of the print is very small. My 
thanks to Gillian for photostating and enlarging it for

The reporter appears to have spent much of the 5 or 6 
days covering the barricades throughout Paris —  then 
returning to his office to write and send off his 
report, before going back round the barricades again.

* * * * * * * * * * * *

EUROPEAN NEWS

THE NEW INSURRECTION IN PARIS.

(From the Times, June 26.)

THE Paris  p a p e r s  o f  F r id a y  were o c c u p ie d  with the two 
s u b je c t s  w hich e n g r o s s e d  attention on T h u r s d a y  — the  
f inancial condition o f  the R e p u b l ic ,  and "the o u v r i e r s .  " 
The latter a p p e a r e d ,  at the d e p a r tu r e  o f  o u r  e x p r e s s ,  
l ik e ly  to p r o v e  e x c e e d i n g ly  troublesom e in the c o u rse  o f  
the d a y .

"Y o u  are a w a r e ,"  s a y s  o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  "that  
M. La G ra n g e  is th is  day (F r id a y )  to a sk  q u e st io n s  o f  
the E x e c u t iv e  G o ver nm en t to u ch in g  the situation o f  the  
u nem ployed  o f  the w o rkin g  c la s s e s .  In imitation o f  the  
p ra ctic e  that u sua lly  o btains  in E n g la n d ,  M. La G ra n ge  
had givtn  notice to the E x e c u t iv e  Commission o f  his  in 
tention to submit those q u e s t io n s  to them in the National 
A s s e m b ly  y e s t e r d a y , ’b u t ’ , as La P r e s s  s a y s ,  'the  
National A s s e m b l y , a c c o rd in g  to custom , p o st p o n e d  the  
matter to this  d a y ,  and p r o c e e d e d  with one o f  le ss  p r e s s  
in g  importance - -  that r e s p e c t i n g  the y 'a ilro a ds .' T his  
i l l -a d v i s e d  delay a f fo r d e d  to the e v i l - d i s p o s e d  f u r t h e r  
time, and an additional p r e t e x t  fo r  f o u s i n g  ana c o n v o k in g

(I7j



the o u v r i e r s ,  and the tu rb u lent o f  e v e r y  k in d .  We 
shall  p o s s i b l y  have unpleasant r e s u l t s  to re c o r d  in o u r  
e v e n i n g  e x p r e s s .

" P u r s u a n t  to their  determination to diminish the  
n um b e r o f  o u v r i e r s ,  and the d a n ger  w hich th eir  p r e 
s e n c e  in s u c h  m asses in Paris  th rea tene d  to the p u b lic  
p e a c e ,  the G overnm ent d ire c te d  that a f i r s t  d ra u gh t  o f  
3000 o f  them, inhabitants  o f  the p r o v i n c e s ,  s h o u ld  be  
o b lig e d  to leave town fo r  th e ir  homes y e s t e r d a y .  T h e y  
w ere s u p p l ie d  with money fo r  th eir  s t a r t ,  and with  
f e u i l l e s  de route  — o r d e r s  fo r  boa rd  a nd lo d ging  at stated  po ints  o f  the jo u r n e y .  T h e y  left town c e r t a in ly ,  
b u t  th e y  halted immediately o u ts id e  the b a r r i e r s ,  w here  
the wine is  s i x  so u s  ch e a p e r  than in the c i t y ,  and there  
th ey  s p e n t  a portion o f  the day and a large sh a re  o f  
th eir  tra ve l l in g  e x p e n s e s .  A b o u t  three o 'c lo ck  a b o d y  
o f  those who had left b y  the B a r r ie r  de Fon ta ine blea u ,  
am ounting to 400, r e t u r n e d  into town, and paid  a v is it  
to the E x e c u t iv e  Governm en t at the Palace o f  the L u x e m 
b o u r g .

" A f t e r  some time M. Marie p r e s e n t e d  h im se lf  to them 
to hear their catalogue o f  g r ie v a n c e s .  He was a d d r e s s e d  
b y  the c h i e f  o f  a deputation o f  fo u r  from among them,  
b u t  M. Marie r e f u s e d  to hear him, o b s e r v i n g ,  that as  
that individual had bee n  amongst those  who a ttacked  the 
National A s s e m b ly  on the 15th o f  M ay, he (M. Marie)  
co u ld  not r ec o gn ise  him as the organ o f  the o p e r a t iv e s ;  
a n d ,  tu rn in g  to the o th e r  f o u r ,  he s a id ,  'You  are not 
the s la v e s  o f  th is man, yo u  can e xp la in  y o u r  g r ie v a n c e s .  ' 
M. Marie , a fte r  h a v in g  p a t ie n tly  l is te n e d  to them, e n 
treated them not to s u f f e r  th e m se lve s  to be led into  
rebellion against the a u t h o r it ie s , and a s s u r e d  them that 
the G overnm ent was o c c u p ie d  c o n s ta n t ly  with the c o n 
sid era tion  o f  m easures f o r  the im provem ent o f  their  
c o n d it io n . The d elegates then w ith d re w , bu t it would  
app ear they  did not g iv e  an accurate  account o f  their  
interview  to their c o m ra d e s , who were waiting fo r  them 
at the Place S t .  S u lp ic e ;  on the c o n t r a r y , th e y  stated  
that M. Marie called them s l a v e s .  The la b o u rers  then  
commenced sh o u tin g  "Down with M a r ie !"  Down with the  
E x e c u t iv e  Commission ! "  Down with the A s s e m b ly  ! "
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Some o f  them attempted to fo rce  into the c h u r c h  o f  
S t .  S u lp ic e ,  with  the intention p ro b a b ly  o f  r in g in g  the 
toc0in, but fo rtu n a te ly  the gates  were c lo se d  in time to 
p r e v e n t  them. T h e n c e  th ey  p r o c e e d e d  to the q u a y s  by  
the s t r e e t s  V ie u x  Colom bier ,  S t .  D om inique, and Du B a c , 
s in g in g  D e s  L am pions,  'We will remain; we will rem ain!"  
T h e y  n e x t  p r o c e e d e d  to the F a u b o u r g s  S t .  A n to in e  and  
S t .  Marceau, thett' n um b e rs  b e in g  in cre a se d  b y  cro w ds  
o f  i d l e r s .  T h e y  stationed th em selve s  on the Place de la 
B a stil le  and near the B a r r ie r  du T ro n é ,  c r y i n g  'V iv e  
Nap oleon!"  I ’ i v e  E m p ir e u r ! ’

"B etween e igh t and nine o 'c lock  much alarm p r e v a i le d ,  
in c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  a b o d y  o f  at least 5000 w orkm en, with a 
f la g ,  h a v in g  m arched from the Pantheon to the qu ay  o f  
the Hotel de Vil le ,  and th ea ce  to the F a u b o u r g  du Temple,  
with the inten tio n ,  as it was b e l i e v e d ,  o f  form ing a 
junction  with the workmen o f  the n e ig h b o u rh o o d  o f  the 
Temple and o f  S t .  A n to in e .  A s  m easures o f  p re ca u tio n ,  
the National G u a r d s  w ere p r iv a te ly  summoned at their  
h o u s e s  to be re a d y  to m arch, i f  r e q u i r e d .  Co n sidera b le  
detachm ents o f  troops were assem b led  at the L u x e m b o u r g .
A sq u a d ro n  o f  d ragoons and se v e r a l  companies o f  the 
l in e ,  the G u a r d  Mobile , and the National G u a r d ,  b ivo u a k e d  
on the open sp a ce  b e fo r e  the Hotel de Vil le ,  A battalion  
o f  the line was stationed  in the c o u r t - y a r d  o f  the P r e 
fe c t u r e  o f  P olice .  The Palais de J u s t i c e  was g ua r d e d  b y  
the Ga rd e  Mobile, and the hall o f  the National A s s e m b ly  
was f i l le d  with tro o p s .  The governm en t had p r e v io u s ly  
taken the pre cau tion  to place a battalion o f  in fa n try  
and two s q u a d r o n s  o f  c a v a lry  u n d e r  the command o f  
G eneral N e g r i e r ,  in the fro n t  o f  the National A s s e m b ly .
The b o d y  o f  the b u i ld in g  was o c c u p ie d  b y  troops o f  
the line.

"T h e  n eig h b o u rh o o d  o f  the Hotel de Ville and o f  the 
Palace o f  the L u x e m b o u r g  was cro w d ed  with workm en, but  
no v io lenc e  was attem pted.

"F or se v e r a l  d a y s ,  amid the p r o fo u n d  tra nquility  
that Paris  app ea red  to e n jo y ,  the a g e n ts  o f  d is o r d e r  have  
been b u s y  in p r e p a r in g  a p o p u la r  movement o f  a v e r y  
alarming ch a r a c te r .  In  all the c l u b s ,  in -d o o r  and o u t-  
o f - d o o r s ,  th ey  have been  stim ulating the people to r ise

(19)



and demand the liberation o f  M. B a r b a s ,  a n d ,  i f  it be  
r e f u s e d ,  to p ro c e e d  to V in c e n n e s  and d e l iv e r  him b y  
fo r c e .  In  e v e r y  p o s s ib le  case  th ey  have in d u c e d  the  
p eo ple  to s ig n  a petition fo r  the release  o f  M. B a r b b s ,  and  
a so rt  o f  p le d g e  to re s t o r e  him to l ib e r t y ,  at the hazard  
o f  th eir  l i v e s .  O n e  h u n d r e d  and f i f t y  th o u sa n d  men are  
said  to have a lready s ig n e d  this  petition and th is  e n g a g e 
ment, and th ese  men are to assem b le  t o - d a y ,  and c a r r y  
th eir  petit ion  to the A s s e m b ly .  T h e y  have bee n  collecting  
s in c e  an ea r ly  hou r this  m orning.

" T h e  G o ver nm en t are not id le .  The rap pel  r e s o u n d s  
th rou g hou t P a ris  and the ba nlieu . The troops are  
co n s ig n e s j  and the Ga rd e  Mobile held  re a d y  to a ct ;  in 
fa c t ,  at an early  h o u r  th is  m orning those q u a r t e r e d  out  
o f  P aris  w ere march in . "

(gq)
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