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THE LIFE, TRIAL, CHARACTER, AND EXECUTION OF
THOMAS SAVAGE, WM. WITHERS, WM. TOWLE, JOHN

AMOS, JOHN CROWDER,

and JOSHUA MITTHEL, \

Far breaking Machines at Loughborough, and
T. BABINGTON, for setting fire to two Stacks, at Brascot Ledge, near Newbold Verdon,

Who were exeented on the New Drop, at Leicester, this Day (Thursduy the 17th of April, 1817).

T

HX above unfortunate men were charged at the lest Assizes, held
at Lisicester, on Wedneeday, March 26, with having, on the 28th of
Juns hat, valawfally and ealiciously sisot at Joba Asher, aed with

‘Tho puklic has it fresk in memory, that James Towle saffered as
onie of the ahove party sl the Jast sumyier assizes s sinee that hme the
ubove unfortunate wen have heen impoached upom the evidence of
John Blackburn and Wiy, Burton, who were sccomplices, and uthers.

Blaekburn deposed that he lived 2t Lambley, near Nottingham,
and had heen along with most of the prisoners at the Redlord job,
which had taken place about 3 weeks before the Loeghborough one,
that aftez Radford job he met Withess and two others, who told him
that they would be waused (or another job at Lougldboro’. Withers
told hink he had ISL down to buy tools and pistols. for the purpose of
attacking Henthcoat and Boden’s factory, &t Loughbore', 401 more
was to be paid as soon as the job was doze, and 6L more was fo be
g to the men engaged inthe job.  Blackburn hud metmost
a Liids (neaning them that had been out before), who teld
fwvould Le on Friday next, the 28th of June, 13183 the
raged to go had set off differeat times and sways from |
it oughhor’, were seventeen, andsome of them reuched
nésday eveninz, and some oa Thursday. Dakin, lig
Sam, and little § -‘Sa's‘%v, and Disney, alias Sheepshead Jack, was
at several public-higuses in Loughboro’ the day before, end the day !
whieh the job happenedat night, particularly the Green Mun, W hite
Lion, Sevan Stars, &e.  ‘The hatchets which were previously stolen
waated handles, they weere left at Janford's, a wheelyright, at Ha-
thern, 1o be done, they were brought and laid in a dry diteh in a Jane
leading to the factory after dark, Savage bought of Mrs. Tyler a
quart of rum.  Savage then drank & glass of ale asa signal (0 asssm.
ble andiget ready, "Lhis was on Fridey night about eleven o’clock,
or halispast eleven the whole assembled.  Blackburn saw Eill Towle,
Bill Buston, James Watson, Big 8am, Little Sam, Aaron Dakin,
alias Hudson, Sheepshead Jack, C. Blackbura, Savage, Amos, Old
Crowder, Jos. Mitchell, Jack Hill, Siater, nnd Withers, James
Towle came soon after.  Savage handed the quart of rawo, they each
drank, Blackburn, who turned evidence, had a pistol given him—
they beganto disguise themsokves—they albsaw e factory at this
tine t Slater, Bill Towle, and Buiton, earried the hatchetss o hules
hesitation took piace which way to attack, Blackburn, the evidense,
ted the way, the ory was** Drosh ong my lads;™ they put their pistels
(o & going into the factory, and-sswore they wouald shoot ﬁ

n’ the least alarm,

Lreakiag 54 twistleco machines. ‘
!
|
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he o ‘The man knocked at the door of the
factor¥, which Jew opens a dog begunto bark, 133! Towle chopped
at it, but missed: James Towie then shot &, it barked no more,—-
We me? three men 1a the casting-shop, who were ordered to liz down.
They would noi, hut aimea a pistel at my brother, Chris. Blackburn,
I fired at the man, e dropped. Slater, Little Sam, Towle, and
others were breaking the frames: they cailed for wore hands, In
the course of 40 minufes the job was completed. Savage stopped in
Malt-will lane upon guard of & woman. During the machine-
breaking, Asher requested his guard that he might go out and get
gome asuistance to his wound, No answer was given; but cnother
persen siepped up, and asked Asher how he did.  Asher begged he
might have amistancey he told lim the job was vearly done, and
shook hands with kim, Assoonas they ha.cf finished, the Ligh number
of ninety weie called over, in order that their smail number might
not be aseertained, They fived their pistols also, as they ususlly did
at & trivaoh,  Slater struck a desk in the factory with a hatcher, it
few openr, and Big Sam took away two pistols which were in it,
with & gun and bayonet, They then took the read to Garrendon
Parky they all went together us far as the Treat (except Disnev.
who went homie 10 Sheepshead), They took Aaron's ferry: the boat
was on their side, and eleven or twelve got in first, and were taken
over: four mure came over in the boat afterwards, Most of them

-r

—

im if |

#sd pistols.  The firelock was thrown inte the cut, as also cne |

hatchets the other hatchets were thrown into the Trent. Savage
paid the charge of the fesry, When they got cross the Trent they
undisguised themselves, and thew separated. Witness, By Sazw,
Little Sam, 3ad Datin went to Deeston.  Savage gave the witness
(Blackbura) two £1 notes to bgdivided between tumself, Lute Saw,
Biz Sam, and Dakis. : ) . ‘

W m. Burten, ancther aceomplice admitted evidence, deposed that
W, FPowle, himself, C. Blackburn, and Watson met at the B

u".'l

| in Hoton, pretending no to know one another : they took refreshment

there, and Towie supy & song, the chorus of which was,—* Didinn
such laws, aud so say L.”—This was on ‘Thursday evening. Aftes
gome hours, they proeeeded to Loughbore”, and sung the same song
at the Seven Stars. Al the other part of his evidznee wassinilap
te that of Blackbura, :

Thezs were many othey witnesses azainst them, and near thirty
who wave them exceltent chasacters.  ‘They all died truly penitent.

P, Savage, aged 32, hus left a wife and six children -,~—.-J‘. Ainos,
30, =wife and five children pa— Mnchel.‘ 29, unmarried thse
are natives of Nottingham, W, Towle, 22, a wife and cae child,
4 pative of New Basford ;—¥. Withers, 33, a wife aud one child,
anative of New Radford ;—J. Ceowder, 40, o wife and five children,
a native of Leicester. .

"Phe following iss copy of a Letter from Savage to lus Father s—

“ Leicaster County Gand, April Til, 817,

£
&« Dear Lonovred Fraher, ‘
W 1 fve Just had my son with e, who kas inferaad me of 3 cire
cumstarce which bas hurt my mind, 10 thinic that 1 should bethonghe guilty
of suoh 1 oritus.—] [t was supposed Savage putd tho masey 10 the wen who
shos Mr, Trentham,}—238teded 3 may oall a stranged 1o e, e 1 did not know
Lism at the timye Mr. Trenibam was shot 3 and 1 daclare, asadying snn, that
I do ot kuow whoshot Lim, sor everdid, | am as innocest of the crime us g
child unborn ; and this 1 solemnly declare, that I never jmbruad my bands in
the blood of my fellow-creaturs,; vy c\.:rt!.ouzp! of oo_mmitling such an act,
T never wasa procurator 10 the' Luddites fa roy life, nadd if Taom 50 judged, [ sin
judged wrongtully, The men who werealong with we I had no acquaintance
Wit at all. ¥ soksowledre being ot Lougblorough, and Lad the truth bees,
spoken, it wogld nt have appenred £0 bad mzalust me,
3 rewain, yous affectionate Sos,

“ Condeinmed Call.” “THOMAS SAVAGE.

THOMAS BABINGTON, aged 2], was charged upon an ins
dichinent at the last Lieicester Assizes, which commenced March 26th,
1817, charging him with setting fire to a stack of Qats and some Clo-
ver, the prope:ty of Joho Moore, of Brescot Lodge, nsar I\cwbqld
Verdon, farmer, to which the prisoner pleaded not guilty, The in-
dictment being read, Counsellor Denman called Mary T'oone, who
lived servant with Jehn Moore, when going to bed betweaen 11 and
12 o'clock on the night the ire happened, saw alight inthe stack-yard,
she gave immediately the alarm,

Joseph Williams, a servant to Moore, was called up by Mary
'Poone, Letween 11 and 32 o'clock on the night in questjon, and {oungd
the oatand clover stacks on fire,

John Moore deposed he found 2 bag in the yerd which scemed to be
burut, and sonte matches in it, which correspondad with a pinnafore
and dish-cloth found in the search of prisoner’s house 3 this Thos. Gils
bert. the constable, who went with witness to search tle house, cone
lizmed.—Several other yitnesses appeared against him,

RBabington is & Warwicksh, wman, but gained his settlement at News
bold Vougion, Leiceatershire, by servitude; he married in the rbove
parish, and leaves n wife and four children to lament hisignominious
death, He persisted in his innocence, and begs his persccutor, and
the evidences that appeared against him, to read the E3th and 69th
chapters in the Book of Pssime, asa caution to all false swearers; he
leaves their consciencesin this world but a little longer, in hepe they
will be prepared to meet their fate and forgiveness in another, This
is {rom his own mouth, and desired to be published,

The exscation took place about twelve o'clock, and after some time
being spentin praver, they were launched iato eternity, amidst an ims
mense concourse of spectators, almost unprecedented,

8. BARBER, Printer, Clumber-street, Nottisgham,



